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<Back to Japan from Rwanda>

Our family’s last few weeks were very busy, but we could leave Rwanda and move |
back to Japan on February 17% safely. It was almost a miracle that we could
handle many things at the last minute. For instance, a process of selling our car
completed only two weeks before our departure, and we could find a buyer for
our small plot in Kigali (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.50) only four days before our
leave. Moreover, although we were about to give up continuous maintenance of
our lha apple field in the north of Rwanda (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.79), our
local agrotechnician proposed to make efforts to keep the project running and the
arrangement to provide him the power of attorney on the site management was
completed only in the morning of our departure day, a few hours before checking
in at Kigali airport.

Therefore, there was not sufficient time to feel nostalgic for our nine-year stay in
Rwanda, but I again had to appreciate all (overall positive) experiences 1 could
receive during our stay. Whether I can keep connected with Rwanda for coming
years is not clear at this moment, but if there are any chances, I love to do that.

My wife Yuri has found a stable job position at one leading construction waste
recycling company in Saitama, Japan, thus we have found a house to rent in a
town near the firm. Our place to stay has become much smaller than in Rwanda,
but it is very modern and user friendly. I believe housing quality in Japan has been
improved significantly while our nine-year absence. Although unpacking luggage
from Rwanda is still not yet finalized, I am quite happy about our new living
environment.

Our three-year-old son Shota has just entered a nearby kindergarten. We thought
about a nursery school as another option, but entering a nursery is amazingly
competitive in Japan, and a kindergarten seemed to offer more relaxing time to
Shota. One big difference for him from Rwanda is lack of opportunities to talk
with strangers, which are very common in Rwanda especially with baby-loving
adults. Japanese are very polite but too taciturn to give stimulus to Shota.

<Kenyan landfill pilot project follow-up>

Although I am back to Japan, I have got a new job opportunity to join a project to

support establishment of a facility to treat hazardous medical and industrial waste in {8
Nairobi, Kenya. The project is financially granted by the Government of Japan and I §
have received a subcontract as an environmental consultant. The project duration §

and the degree of my involvement with the project is not yet 100% clear , but I

might visit Nairobi at least for a few times this year. At the same time, I am also §

waiting for a much longer-term job opportunity to work in another country in
Africa.

There was a one-week mission to Nairobi in March regarding the above project, and
during my visit, I had a time to visit and follow up the pilot landfill in Thika,
Kiambu, which our team supported its construction last year (ref: Monthly Rwanda
vol.85). The facility was further developed and the management hut was under
construction, for example. But one very critical and unfortunate finding was that the
landfill was not yet for usage! It seems that the county people find the facility so
precious that they want to start its operation only after perfect establishment of
relevant facilities, waste separation, and a recycling system (and it seems that they
want to demonstrate the perfect management to the Kenyan Head of State by
hoping he will visit the site). Well, the pilot landfill is designed to function well even
before materializing a perfect waste management system, and the site staff have
much to learn by actually operating the facility. Our Japanese team is going to keep
encouraging the county to utilize the facility as soon as possible.

Handicraft showroom at our house in
Kigali got emptied for our leave
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Before departure, our family visited
our apple site and harvested a small
amount of sweet corns
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uggage to Japan became 360kg
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Although I am back to Japan, I would like to continue the Monthly
Rwanda reporting at least for an additional few volumes as some
stories ate still remained to tell.
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Pilot landfill in Thika — site clearance is

made at the facility entrance, and the main
gate and the management hut are under
construction
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Pilot landfill in Thika — main body is well
maintained in the same way as last year and
greening of the embankment is expanded
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Environmental
ministry
building in
Kenya
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