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<Sightseeing in Rwanda>

After reporting about sightseeing in Ho Chi Minh in the last volume, 1

realized that I had never told about sightseeing spots in Rwanda. In this | «?

volume, I would like to summarize this point.

Unfortunately, there are no hidden places to recommend even after

living in Rwanda for almost nine years. In my opinion, the most :

attractive element for visitors to Rwanda is seeing ordinaty living scenes
especially in the countryside. The rural scenery is very nostalgic with
smiling people and many travel routes are surrounded by a thousand hills
where cultivation is amazingly done all the way to their ridgelines.

However, if I were to list up concrete tourist destinations, the top two
world-renowned visiting destinations in Rwanda should be mountain
gorilla trekking and a memorial site visit of 1994 genocide. Well, the
choice has nothing unique but you should not miss them as a tourist.
Although mountain gorilla trekking is a bit expensive and now it costs
US$750 per person to see that endangered species for an hour, the tour
can be your once-in-a-lifetime event. Personally, I joined the trekking for
three times and I still enjoyed it. By the way, mountain gorillas are
different gorillas from lowland gorillas, which you often see at zoos.

Here, I would like to personally recommend three more spots. The first
one is Nyungwe National Park located at the southwest of Rwanda
(about three-hour car ride from Kigali). It is a vast national park (about
1,000km?) covered with a ptimeval forest. There are no conspicuous
animals like mountain gorillas but the forest is very diversified and deep.
It is a great forest to walk around. If you want to hike to the source of
the Nile River, which was found in Nyungwe Forest in 2006, you need to
walk in the forest for a few days with camping. By the way, ‘Nyungwe’
means ‘the place of leopards’ in a local language, though no one has seen
the leopard in Nyungwe recently. In order to protect Primates from
infectious diseases transmitted by humans, the forest trekking is only
allowed to people over 12 years of age.

The second recommendation is the Lake Kivu. The lake is quite large
with the size of about 90km by 50km. It is shared by Rwanda in the east
and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in the west. For
Rwandan side, there are three major towns along the lake: Rubavu,
Karongi, and Rusizi. Karongi is the most quiet town among the three
and Rubavu and Rusizi are next to DRC. You can arrange a boat ride
from Rubavu (about three-hour car ride to the northwest from Kigali)
and visit tiny islands where coffee is cultivated. At some coffee washing
stations, it is possible to taste very fresh coffee roasted by a bonfire on-
site. I only tasted once but it was very different from coffee I knew in
Japan and was very mild! April-May is the high season for coffee harvest.

The last destination is Habiryaimana Presidential Palace Museum in the
capital Kigali. Habiryaimana was the head of state in Rwanda in 1994 and
the genocide began when his jet plane was shot down and he got killed.
Surprisingly, the crashed plane fell down very next to his presidential
palace, so when you visit the museum, you can see the palace inside and
some real remnants of the jet plane scattered next to the palace. In the
palace, the guide will explain you very interesting facilities such as a
hidden escape and a secret alter of traditional religion, which is rather a
taboo currently (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.38). 1 like this museum the
best compared to other museums because of its uniqueness.
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Nyungwe forest:
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