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<Ho Chi Minh City>

What is the purpose of traveling? Some might do it because they want to
enjoy expetiencing different cultures and some might do it because they
want to see cultural similarity between their own culture and the one
away from their home. Therefore, it is clear that whether we can enjoy
traveling or not strongly depends on our own mindset. We can enjoy
both by differences and similarities. For me, visiting different places and
experiencing their own culture and lifestyle are always fun and refreshing.

During the winter holidays, we spent a fortune and visited Ho Chi Minh
City (HCMC) in Vietnam. Since our move to Rwanda, we have not
traveled to any Asian countries except for Japan, thus this visit was very
stimulating to me.

HCMC is located in the south of Vietnam and its population is around
10 million. It is the biggest city in Vietnam. We chose HCMC for our High-rise building construction near the hotel
destination just because we have never been to Vietnam and we thought we stayed at

that it would be a nice touristic town, but I was quite astonished by the BHELT R T L D2 [ ECORBE L O

level of rapid economic development. Construction of high-rise
buildings was all over the city and the volume of traffic was huge. Many
Affican cities are under rapid economic development, too. But the scale
in HCMC was very different and the whole city was filled with energetic
economic activities 24/7. By the way, we were told that local people were
still using the city name ‘Saigon’ instead of ‘Ho Chi Minh’, which was
changed by the northern political capital (Hanoi). I sensed strong rivalry
between Ho Chi Minh and Hanoi like the one between Tokyo and
Osaka in Japan.

Also, it was impressive to learn that Vietnamese was quite taciturn but
diligent. Although communication in English was sometimes challenging
due to their strong accent, everyone was very helpful and professional in
their jobs. People’s trust level each other seemed to be quite high.

Only negative point I observed during our stay was severe air pollution
probably caused by heavy traffic especially of motorbikes. The public
transportation system is weak and many people are using motorbikes for

A huge number of commuting motorbikes

their commuting. And the number is really huge! I was glad to see that
the Government of Japan is now supporting HCMC to install a public REFBLEL COBKRIRBED /A7
commuting train system connected to the downtown.

Still, I can summarize that HCMC is a great tourist destination. The hotel
was very spacious and clean, meals were all delicious with a lot of
varieties, the downtown was compact enough for walks, and there were
many places to visit such as an eccentric Buddhist Theme Park, tunnels
used by the Viet Cong during the Vietnam War, artistic performances
such as a traditional water puppet show, and Mekong Delta where we
had boat rides, honey tasting, coconut candy testing, a fish farm visit, etc.
The price of staying was being inflated but was still cheaper than that in
Japan (I just wondered why they don’t do revaluation of the Vietnamese
Dong (VND) when 1USD is about 22,500VND!). My parents also
joined the tour for the last few days from Japan, so it also became an
enjoyable family reunion time.

By the way, the lowest temperature during our stay was warmer for

around ten degree Celsius than usual one. The climate change seems to =4 i
be really happening both in Africa and Asia, and at the global scale. HCMC downtown from 49F observatory
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Many Vietnamese foods are not oily and healthy
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Many statues at Suoi Tien Buddhist Them Park were
not majestic but rather comical to me
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Water puppet show / 7k EAFEEI

Rowboat riding at Mekong
Delta
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