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<Leaving Rwanda>

Our family has decided to leave Rwanda and move to a new destination. Some photos of Rwanda that I
took during our more-than-

I arrived in Rwanda in March 2007 and my wife Yuti joined me in July of the same cight-year stay
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students. During our stay, we could obtain a lot of precious experiences. As our
family life, the biggest event was a birth of our son Shota. He has recently turned to
three years old and is getting more and more active and talkative. Rwandan culture is
very friendly to babies and children, and he seems to be enjoying this together with
the multicultural living environment.

With regard to job accomplishment, it was not smooth and sometimes frustrating,
However, I could suppott to improve Nyanza landfill’s daily operation in the capital
Kigali (only landfill in Kigali at that time) and to close it based on the Fukuoka
Method (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.66, etc.). Application of the Fukuoka Method for
landfill closure was the first case in Africa. Also, the national asbestos removal
project from old buildings in Rwanda is still ongoing and it is led by the national
action plan, which was drafted by me. I also produced the technical guidance manual
for safe asbestos eradication arranged in the Rwandan context, and trained more
than 2,000 engineers in Rwanda (including some engineers in prisons) for mastering
the manual (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.63, etc.). Although tangible contribution is not
yet realized, I also enjoyed writing a report and doing relating countrywide research
on the national inventory regarding waste of Electrical and Electronic Equipment
(E-waste) on behalf of the Government of Rwanda (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.79).
The research was done by mobilizing about 50 local enumerators in total.

At the same time, I have kept in my mind that I should not become a handyman as a
development aid specialist by doing assignments for a long time without encouraging
local people to be independent and self-reliant (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.32). Well, 1
still don’t figure out how many years would be the best timing to hand over my tasks
to national staff but eight years are definitely not too short.

The living environment in Kigali is actually quite good. The city is safe, quiet, and
peaceful surrounded by a fair amount of nature. But as typical Japanese, we miss sea
fish, which is not available in this landlocked country. Additionally, surviving
financially is a big challenge for many foreigners in Rwanda. In our case, monthly
spending including house rent, car maintenance cost, staff payments, project cost
including apple production and handicraft business, electricity and water bills, etc.
easily reaches around US$4,000. By considering our unstable job security, this is
quite a burden. For instance, our main income source during the latter half of this
year was from the project implementation in Kenya, not in Rwanda (ref: Monthly
Rwanda vol.85, etc.). This is another pragmatic reason that there is no option but to
leave here.

Our next destination is still uncertain. We might move but continuously stay in
Affica, although Rwanda is so far not included in the option. I am waiting for a few
job possibilities to be confirmed but they are not yet certain. For a while, we are
going to go back to Japan and wait for the next step. As my Ph.D. study in Rwanda
is still far from completion, I might come back for research, but probably only for §
short visits (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.65).

We have recently purchased our one-way tickets to Japan and the flight is scheduled
in mid-February next year. As our stay was quite long, there are a lot of things to do
before the separation such as selling a car, selling our purchased land, and
suspending our company (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.50). We are going to enjoy the
remaining two months as much as possible with appreciation to this country.
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