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The one-month banana fiber weaving training that I introduced at the Monthly Rwanda vol.80 was just successfully completed.
The trained women atre going to produce banana fiber products with weaving tools. For more details, please refer to the below
Facebook site. It already contains a lot of pictures but more reporting is scheduled.

https:/ /www.facebook.com/rwandabananafiberproject

<Pushing a glass bead>

This is just an idea popped up when I was riding a taxi to Nairobi airport the other day.

I think national development in general can be compared with a glass bead on a floor. @ »
The nation (i.e. bead) continues to develop (ie. rolls on the floor) once enough

movement is created (Figure 1). )
Figure 1 / E1
However, in some countries, the floor (ie. situations around the country for

development) is not smooth. There are obstacles against constant development (i.c.
bumps in Figure 2) such as national poverty, civil wars, environmental degradation,

corruption, lack of capacity among government staff, and shortage of infrastructure. @ » %

In this regard, I think that a key role of foreigners living in developing countries as

development partners is to push the bead additionally and create momentum to move

forward enough to overcome those bumps. Moreover, in some countries, the floor is Figure 2 / B2
tilted backward, thus external support is definitely essential to keep the bead at least at

the current development position (Figure 3).

In his book entitled “The End of Poverty’ (2005), Jeffery Sachs proposed that a big

amount of external funds need to be injected to Africa to create the momentum of _ Q
development. I think it is partly true. But by living in Africa, I feel that his opinion is v’ -

based on too much trust on hard capitals such as infrastructure capital and financial

capital, and too less emphasis is put on importance of soft capitals such as human Figure 3 / ®3
capital and institutional capital (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.81). For example, building a

sanitary landfill in Kenya is relatively easy if we can secure enough (external) funds, but

making sure that the facility is used for a long term in a sustainable manner by the local gccelptable difemor;i of
government staff in charge is a much more challenging task. And such sustainable j; F;]eﬁg pment / BFFHISE0

operation of the facilities established by external funds is missing in many development
projects in Africa (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.82). Therefore, I want to play a role to
contribute to increase of soft capitals rather than hard capitals.

Also, it is very vital to well understand that there is no single direction to choose for &Dﬂ

. —>
development. Even for a specific country, thete should be many development &
directions that can be regarded as ‘acceptable’ and also there should be other multiple \/ N

development directions that can be considered as ‘unacceptable’ (Figure 4). Which
ditection to choose must be decided by the citizens because consequences of the Unacceptable directions of
selection will come back to them (e.g. whether the country would spend more money  development / BI#FTIEELBHED
for secutity or for education). I can support development of African countries to some ~ FFI#

extent through enhancing environmental protection, but when I consider the above Figure 4 / B4

logic, I have to be careful about my intervention. There is a risk that the direction I am
pushing the bead might be different from the direction the people in the country want
to choose. Moreover, if each development partner pushes the bead to different
directions, even when their directions are within the ‘acceptable’ range, it would be
hard to know the final direction of the resultant force, which even can be within an
unacceptable range. Also, once the momentum is created, stopping or changing a
ditection of the bead won’t be easy. Additionally, as a foreigner, I always keep an
option to leave Rwanda or Africa and come back to Japan. Thus, I can be irresponsible
not to suffer from the consequence of choosing one direction of development, and my
push could be easily made without worrying about the consequence very much.

Therefore, development partners’ interventions including me must be made only when

the support is really needed and when we know wit good confidence that the push’s
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