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Ex-colleagues at the Government of Rwanda (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.63) recently established a new regulation to realize safe

asbestos eradication in Rwanda (N0.002/03 of 05/05/2015 at the below link). It is great to know that the regulation is based on
the guidance manual I produced.

http:/ /www.ptimature.gov.rw/index.phpreID=tx_nawsecuredl&u=08&g=0&t=1441368109&hash=464e8ec1465ba81e1d8dadacc
43298aeb276605b&file=fileadmin/user_upload/documents/Official%20Gazettes /2015%200f1ficial%20Gazettes / Official_Gazet
te_no_Special_of_04.06.2015.pdf

<Landfill project in Kenya>

As briefly mentioned in the volume 79, I am visiting Thika town, Kiambu County in
Kenya almost every month from February this year. Based on my experiences in
Rwanda to have improved landfill management at the capital Kigali and to have safely
closed it by applying for the Fukuoka Method (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.67), 1 was
invited as a team member to construct a pilot sanitary landfill in Thika and improve the
town’s waste management. This is a project by the UN-HABITAT, financially
supported by the Swedish Government, and technical inputs are provided from experts ) -4 B, st
led by Dr. Matsufuji at Fukuoka University, who has long experiences to have | ,ndfill mi bd before our ugust
introduced the Fukuoka Method to many developing countties. However, as for mission / 8 H® I v a UEIOMGEALL
constructing a new landfill based on the method, this case would be the first in Aftica. | |

The project implementation in the field is led by Kiambu County.

There was a ten-day mission about a week ago, and together with team members from
Japan, we made significant progress in constructing the landfill. As shown in the
pictures, the most important system of the facility, which is installation of 2/3-
perforated pipes, was fully arranged. Although some more works are needed, the
facility is getting close to be ready for the operation.

The county helped us to mobilize local people (probably mostly scavengers) as field
workers. It was a fun moment to have mingled with local people and worked together
to improve the environment. They seem to have been very happy to have a new
income opportunity and worked with ‘Muzungu’ (‘foreigners’ in Kiswahili). Also, the
Honorable Environmental Minister and her colleagues at the county were impressed to
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works with local people. This is not so unique in Japan, but people from different

) s

social statuses in Kenya do not seem to work hand in hand very much. I also had the
first experience in my life to have prepared the engineering works (e.g. arranging a
leveling string) and to have applied mortar to stonework.

For a while, my involvement to this project continues. The most important point of
the project is not to complete the facility construction but to let the county obtain full
capacity to operate the facility in a sustainable manner. With regard to this element, the
project is still at the halfway point.
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Location of Thika town. It is about 40km northeast from Kenyan capital, Nairobi. The town is facing rapid urbanization
and rapid increase of waste. The direct flight from Kigali, Rwanda to Nairobi, Kenya takes less than 90 minutes (about
800km), while we easily spend more than two hours at the central part of Nairobi due to heavy traffic jams.
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