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In order to support the Rwanda Banana Fiber Project led by my wife Yuri and realize the fundraising of weaving training under
the project that will offer skill development of vulnerable women in Rwanda to master handling of banana fiber weaving tools
and producing high quality banana fiber crafts, I have made a promotion video of the project and uploaded it to the YouTube:

https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=G]J]_j4N]_dg

Also, the relating fundraising website and the Facebook page are established

as follows. Please kindly check them out. Rwanda Banana Fiber

Project logo

http:/ /startsomegood.com/bananafiberweavingtraining LT U H S e Ty
AN— Tzl bO

https:/ /www.facebook.com/rwandabananafiberprojectrfref=ts -

<Analects of Confucius>

Although Confucius is an ancient thinker lived in China almost 2500 years ago, his thought called Confucianism is still well
known in Japan at present. One of his most famous analects is to reach the age of forty and become free from vacillation, which
is based on an experience of Confucius himself. Originated from this saying, the Japanese word TFuwakuw’, literally means non-
vacillation, also means the age 40.

As I mentioned at the Monthly Rwanda vol.53, I believe having clear standing axes of ourselves is very important to make our
lives fruitful, and the notion ‘Fuwaku’ seems to be in line with this idea. However, as I myself have passed the age of ‘Fuwaku’, 1
am rather thinking that non-vacillation is only needed for my core value (standing axis) and other elements are better to be not
‘Fuwaku’. As we are living in the condition that the average life span is more than 80 years for both men and women (in Japan),
being rigid on all elements of our lives at the half section of our living is quite boring. Maybe it was applicable 2500 years ago but
not anymore. Curiosity, adventure, and uncertainty are like fuel to make our lives exciting.

In this regard, I am very much satisfied with the cutrent situation. Although my works are all linked to environmental protection
and sustainable development, I have no idea about what kinds new job assignments (or no job!) I can obtain even next month
and where in the world we would live at the end of this year. Of course, too much uncertainty is not healthy and rather stressful,
but I would like to maintain and enjoy this delicate balance of non- ‘Fuwaku’ for a while as long as the circumstances allow.

<Population pressure>

There are many efforts made in Rwanda to protect the environment such as tree planting, cleaning towns, protecting wetlands
against industrial development, and banning plastic bags, but the most severe and not-yet-fully-solved social/environmental
challenge is, I believe, the population pressure. Already, Rwanda is the most densely populated country in Africa and its density is
over 400 people per square km. At the central part of the capital Kigali, the figure is even close to 20,000. This means that each
person live in the space of 5m x 10m without considering roads and other public space!

At the same time, more than 80% of the population live with subsistence agriculture. Thus, securing sufficient farmlands for their
survival is very critical. According to the Rwanda 2008 national agricultural survey, the average land (farm) holding size per
household is 0.72ha and the Fourth Population and Housing Census in Rwanda done in 2012 says 2012 Rwandan population was
10,378,021 and the average household size in the same year was 4.3. As the land area of Rwanda is 26,338km?, this means that
the land in Rwanda has a cattying capacity of 15,729,639 people with subsistent agticulture (i.e. 26,338km? / 0.72ha (=0.0072km?)
x 4.3 people/household). As the annual population growth rate is 2.7% (2013 Wotld Bank data), if we simply consider the same
population growth for coming years, the population will surpass the national land’s carrying capacity in 2028. Further, when we
recognize that 10% of the land is for the protected area and no agricultural activities are allowed, the land catrying capacity
becomes 14,156,675 people at maximum and the actual population will surpass this level in 2024, only 9 years away from now.
The carrying capacity will be further significantly decreased when we calculate space essential but not for agriculture such as
roads and buildings (by the way, the number of people being added every year in Rwanda currently is almost the same number of
population being deducted every year from Japan, which has the population of around 120 million).

Realistic ideas to overcome this serious challenge without creating refugees are rather limited. They ate increasing agricultural
productivity significantly, reducing the populaton growth rate significantly, and/or enhancing business development and
purchasing food from abroad. Realization of green growth in secondary cities in Rwanda promoted by the Government of
Rwanda is one of the ideas to materialize the third option (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.78), but this is not an easy task as the
majority are not yet integrated into the market economy.

Nevertheless, once a good solution is found, it would be a great model to be replicated to other African countries suffering from
severe population growth. Actually, it is not very far from now to see whether we can overcome this challenge or not.
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http://startsomegood.com/bananafiherweavingtraining Full-scale sweet potato harvest is
expected next month (ref: vol.79)
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