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Especially in this March and last month February, I was extremely busy dealing with an assignhment posed from the Ministry of
Trade and Industry (MINICOM) in Rwanda. The task was to produce the current inventory on Electrical and Electronic
Equipment (EEE) and its waste (E-waste) in the whole country together with their future projection. The work has been one of
the most difficult among all of my work experiences in the past due to time constraints, limited budget, and limited data
availability. Nevertheless, the draft report was finally produced a few days ago and I hope this would be validated by the
stakeholders. I am staying again in Kenya for this coming week (my second visit this year) in order to join a project to improve an
existing dumpsite and construct a pilot modern landfill in Kiambu County (next to Nairobi County), Kenya based on the
Fukuoka Method (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.67) together with relating experts from Japan. I have supported to close a landfill in
Kigali by applying for the method, but as for new landfill construction with the Fukuoka Method, this Kenyan case would be the
first in Aftrica (by the way, a good part of Kigali is that the airport is in the town. I need only 15 minutes from our house to Kigali
international airport, then the flight to Nairobi, Kenya only takes one hour and a half).

<Apple production and other agricultural activities>

As slightly illustrated in Monthly Rwanda vol.55, we are growing apple trees in Cyumba sector, Gicumbi district located in the
north of Rwanda next to the Ugandan boarder.

The story starts from our personally initiated Jatropha biofuel feasibility study. Although the feasibility test result was rather
negative (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.46), we tried many types of intercropping during the project period such as soybeans,
watermelons, and beekeeping for honey production. The apple trees were one of the trials and we planted them at one Jatropha
site in Nyabihu district where the altitude was high (around 2,000m above the sea level) and the climate was sufficiently cold for

apple growing.

Although the fruit size was smaller than the one typical in Japan, the harvest in Nyabihu was actually very good and the produced
apples were very tasty. However, we borrowed the land from the sector in the area and it was located next to a main road. As a
result, approach to the site was very easy and children living nearby entered the site and picked up the apples for curiosity. The
sector made efforts to explain the project intention and requested not to enter the site to the community, but the result was not
very much fruitful.

Therefore, after concluding the Jatropha study, we have decided to conduct an additional trial to plant apple trees but at a
different place, which was found at Cyumba sector in Gicumbi. The land is privately owned and the security condition is much
better (in contrast with the free public land in Nyabihu, we have to pay the land lease fee this time). Also, the altitude there is
even higher than 2,000m above the sea level, so the climate is cold enough. Moreover, the land owner once tried apple planting
by himself and our intention was easily accepted (soon after starting the project, we learned that the husband, who once planted
apple trees, actually dumped his wife and left the place, but the wife was also very much cooperative to us). Currently, all apples
in Rwanda are imported either from South Africa, Kenya or Uganda. We want to establish an apple production business scheme
so that local farmers can copy it and create their new income generation opportunity.

Actually, at the Ugandan side of the boarder, a German agronomist visited there and introduced apple production more than 10
years ago. Now the Ugandan national agricultural research institute continues the initiative and is promoting apple production in
the region. We have purchased about 600 seedlings from the institute and planted them in Cyumba.

Usually, apple production requires a lot of chemicals. But as we promote environmental protection, we are making various efforts
to realize organic cultivation as much as possible such as applying locally produced cow dung manure, pyrethrum insecticide
manufactured locally, organic fungicide, etc. We have a weekend contract with a local agrotechnician and are visiting the site
together and checking the progress once a month. Daily maintenance is done by a local farmer we hire based on instructions by

the agrotechnician.

The seedlings were planted in May 2012 and the first
harvest is expected in May or June this year. Also,

some intercropping activities are ongoing such as |
sweet potatoes (new variety in Rwanda (ref: Monthly a
Rwanda vol.75)) and sweet corns (typical corns grown
in Rwanda ate called as maize and it is not as sweet as
sweet corns). Although the ‘investment’ is not

Still small apples in
\. February this year
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creating profit so far, it is great if we could harvest
apples successfully and demonstrate this new [
business model to local farmers and investors.
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