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<Review 2014 in retrospect>

2014 started with a high fever of Shota (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.68). Luckily, doctors and nurses at a hospital did an excellent
professional job to treat him, and he recovered very quickly. But it was a frightening moment to see him choked and had a
convulsion at our house at one night right before our sending him to an emergency room of the hospital, even if it continued
only for less than 30 seconds.

Another difficult event was a suspension of my contract renewal at the Rwanda Housing Authority (RHA) for the asbestos
eradication project. RHA faced a budget limitation and could not extend my ‘renewable’ contract. I still communicate with the
team sometimes but the chance is now restricted to check whether the removal works in the field ate propetly done. However, at
the same time, I could publish an online academic article to introduce national asbestos eradication efforts in Rwanda, which 1
believe is quite advanced among African countries (ref: vol.75).

2014 was also an unusual year that new job opportunities were offered even without an approach from my side. First, a
geothermal consulting firm from Japan gave me a chance to support an environmental and social impact study for geothermal
power generation development in Rwanda. Although I have known basic knowledge about the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) since I was working at the Japanese Ministry of the Environment, this was the first practical expetience to
have conducted the study on the ground.

British government has funded to establish an environmental fund in Rwanda (i.e. FONERWA), and I was asked by the fund
operational team to be one of reviewers to evaluate project proposals to apply for the FONERWA funds. I hope my suggestions
were helpful to make the proposals financially and technically feasible. One of the proposals was about establishing a proper
management/treatment system for discarded Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE) in Rwanda, and through this
experience, I am now personally assigned by the Government of Rwanda to conduct an inventory study to understand the status
quo and future projection of EEE and waste of EEE (i.e. E-waste) in the whole Rwanda. The government is going to establish
the national E-waste management/treatment system based on the inventory results.

In the summer, one TV crew from Shizuoka in Japan visited Rwanda, and we supported them to make a program to report
activities by the Ruise B (http://www.ruiseb.jp / http://www.ruisebrwanda.com), which purchases and exports Rwandan high-
quality handicrafts to Japan. The program was broadcasted in Japan, and we were told that the program found a warm reception.

Speaking of TV programs, my family was introduced by one national variety show in Japan (ref: vol.68), and many people told us
later that they watched it. It is our pleasure if people in Japan could raise some interests in a rather remote area in Africa. Linked
to it, there were also chances to talk about Rwanda at some universities in Japan when we had a family vacation in the spring.

My wife Yuri and I also did a consultation job on behalf of the Government of Rwanda to investigate business potentials to use
banana fibers. It was our honor to have explained the findings directly to the honorable minister in charge.

An international consulting firm based on UK also found me and requested to share my knowledge about green technologies
applicable for green growth of secondary cities in Rwanda. Actually, green growth is one of highlights for the current Rwandan
five-year national development strategy, so I hope my small inputs would help realize the green growth.

Additionally, I could visit Kenya twice last year, and there is a high probability for me to join a team to start a UN project from
this coming February to renovate a landfill in Kiambu County in Kenya. If it happens, I might need to visit the county for
multiple times this year. I would like to apply for my lessons-learned about landfill renovation in Rwanda.

Yuri received many interns from Japan for the Ruise B initiative, and they stayed at our house, although many stayed for a very
short time. Some agricultural trials are also ongoing such as production of apples and sweet potatoes.

Together with our great stay in Seychelles (ref: vol.77), 2014 was an enjoyable and busy year for us as a whole. Regardless more
uncertainties, I hope 2015 would become a positive year for all of our family members, and for all the readers of this report, too.
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Field visit to investigate a project in Rwanda
producing sanitary pads from banana fibers
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THE FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR MAKING CLOTHES AND OTHER PRODUCTS

FROM BANANA FIERES IN RWANDA

Dumpsite in Kiambu, Kenya
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