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<Interlude>

Toilet in Madagascar

There is a once-a-month study meeting voluntarily
organized in Kigali by nature conservation experts, and
I often join it to learn the latest knowledge in Africa. Its
recent meeting was a presentation session offered by a

young Rwandan lady, who participated in nature
conservation volunteer work at a costal area in
Madagascar. According to her, people living in the
visited area have culture to respect eldetly people, and it
is a sign of disrespect and a taboo to use the same toilet
that the elderly utilize. Thus, although more and more
international tourists are visiting the area, the place is
smelly because the community cannot treat human
waste in the toilet facility that we know. She explained
that ‘modern’ toilets were built and many sensitization
efforts were made by development partners, but people
there still refused to use the toilet.

The local tradition should be respected but sometimes
the tradition needs some amendments due to change of
living circumstances such as increase of population and
encounter with foreigners like this case.

At the same time, forcing the people to be ‘modernized’
in our way without thorough consensus building would
be fruitless. If we are to deal with this challenge, we
must need to spend sufficient time to understand local
tradition while we must struggle how to find the best
balance between respecting the tradition and realizing
adaptation to rapid change of their living condition.

Distance between Rwanda
capital and Madagascar capital:
about 2,700km
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Ebola
Recently, some people from Japan ask to me, Isn’t
there a risk of Ebola in Rwanda?’

Well, I cannot say there is 0% risk here. However,

we should also know that:

- Distance from Kigali in Rwanda to Abja in
Nigeria (where Ebola cases are found), for
instance, is about 2,800km, which is farther than
the distance between Tokyo, Japan and Beijing,
China. The African continent is vast and the
East Africa and the West Africa are
geographically quit distanced

- Flight routes are more connected between the
West Africa and Europe, not between the West
Aftica and the East Africa. Thus, the risk of
Ebola spread is, I assume, much higher in
Europe than in the East Africa

Nevertheless, it is always helpful to be cautious as
much as possible. I am very keen to gather the latest
information through the media.

(CIimate Change?

Rwanda has two rainy seasons and two dry seasons annually, and between mid-May and end-September should be the dry
season. However, it rains a lot from mid-August this year and it rains almost everyday especially this week. This is typical
weather during the rainy season. Although it is hard to say scientifically that this unusual weather is caused by the climate
change caused by greenhouse gases, it is sure that the climate is changing. Local farmers, who are doing self-sustained
agriculture, are hit the most. I see many farmers have made a decisions to start seeding even from August, which is quite
\uncommon. I wish we won’t face an irregular dry period in coming months, which is disasterous for crop harvest. /
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Sometimes we have a small and beautiful
visitor at my house
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Our friends held their 25" wedding
anniversary by wearing wedding dresses and
feeding the wedding cake each other. This
ceremony is not common even in Rwanda
but was a heart-warming event fully
supported by their children
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Kigali view from the so-
called ‘Hotel Rwanda’
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Distance between Rwanda capital and Nigeria capital:
about 2,800km. The distance between Rwanda capital
and Sierra Leone (where more severe cases are
reported) capital is about 5,000km
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Shota playing tennis,
although he is only
throwing the ball through
a hole in the net
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BIFHEIFTED I joined Umuganda, public cleaning event organized once
every month, for the first time in Rwanda. This time
people expanded their community road by manual labor
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