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<Family holidays in Japan>

I just came back from holidays in Japan with my family members. This was our first experience to spend full one-month vacation
with us three and travel many parts of Japan. The holidays were especially unique for Shota as they were his first opportunity to
see many different patts of Japan. I hope the travel could create pleasant memories to him at least subconsciously (1-year-and-4-
months-old boy would not be able to remember a lot). By the way, we worried about whether he could survive 20-hour flights
but he walked down the aisle in the plane with waving his hand and smiling to each passenger and cabin attendant. What a relief.

During our stay, my wife Yuri and I had chances to talk about our living and work experiences in Rwanda four times: twice to
university students, once to fans of Rwandan handicrafts, and once to an environmental expert group. As we have been living in
Rwanda for about 7 years, our stories to tell are getting longer and longer. Thus, it was not easy to talk about all our experiences
although we received 90 minutes for each session. The presentations were made in Fukoka, Kyoto, Shizuoka, and Kawasaki (ref:
the map below).

It was our pleasure if we could help the audience raise more interests in Rwanda and Aftrica, and I believe at least some did enjoy
the presentation as they posed questions about Rwanda with excitement after the meetings.

At the end of the presentation, we tried to provide recommendations to young audience (especially university students) about
how to survive as global citizens. The below are some from them:

1) Women (especially young women) tend to be less respected than men in Africa. Thus, if you (young women in Japan) want
to do successful activities in Affrica, going there with professional skills and finding a reliable local project partner at the
destination are essential. Without realizing these points, achieving your targets is much more difficult than other parts of the
world.

2) Try the ‘scab periphery approach’ (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.57).

3) Continue to raise broad curiosity and clarify your ‘standing axis’, and you should be flexible but with a consistent life story as
things are changing very rapidly these days (ref: Monthly Rwanda vol.53).

We have to apology to Shota as he had to wait for us during the long presentation sessions sometimes with crying (also, we
appreciate many people who took catre of him during the sessions).

April is the spring season and the best timing to see beautiful cherry blossoms in Japan. However, the temperature fluctuation is
heavy and it is an easy season to catch a cold. Actually, all of us got a cold one by one, and I am still at the recovery process in
Rwanda.

When I returned, I found that my contract renewal process at the Rwanda Housing Authority, which I requested in mid-March,
was still not yet completed. It should be a shocking news but I have got used to this kind of surprise after living for several years
in Africa. As there are many other things that I need to handle now luckily, I would like to simply wait for a nice announcement
that the renewal procedure is done while dealing with other assignments.
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High efficient wind turbine developed by Kyushu University

We made presentations on Rwanda at places with red dots
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Geothermal plant in Kyushu with the biggest capacity in Japan
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