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In Rwanda, Christmas holidays are much more important than New Year holidays as the majority are Christians. Neverthe

le-ss,
Christmas holidays are much quieter than those in Japan where the season is dedicated not for religious purpose but for shopping
and dating. Christmas time is spent for praying at churches and for family-relative reunions in Rwanda. As for us, we did spend
most of the time for our moving (see the detail below), so it was not a relaxing holiday season.

By the way, it is now official that our family will be reported at one Japanese countrywide TV program on January 24% Friday.
The TV shooting was done at the beginning of November, 2013, and it is going to be broadcasted for several minutes (I guess)
during a three-hour program reporting eccentric Japanese people living far from Japan. The program starts at 19:00 on the day. I
am glad if you would have a chance to watch it. The official website of the program is here (in Japanese):

http:/ /asahi.co.jp/konnatokoroni/
<Looking back 2013 and moving forward to 2014>

2013 was a progressing year for me compated to a recent few years in the past.

First, it was a big achievement for me to have obtained a relatively long-term contract with the Government of Rwanda on the
Asbestos Removal Project (ref: vol.63 of the Monthly Rwanda). Although monthly payments delayed sometimes (for more than
six months occasionally...) and capturing important information was a challenge (sometimes critical schedule info and
documents were not shared to me by mistake), working inside the counterpart government was an invaluable experience. As 1
will face the timing of the contract renewal in mid-Match, I would like to hope that I can contribute to the field continuously.

Another big event was enrollment to Kyoto University as a Ph.D. candidate (ref: vol.65 of the Monthly Rwanda). It is a lot of
pressure to me to see other members of the program conducting very high level studies, but it is at the same time a good impetus
for me to study harder. Joining seminars by Skype is the first trial both for me and for the course, and so far, it is working well
despite slow internet connection. Field research of my study is expected to begin in this coming May if I can obtain research
permission from the Ministry of Education in Rwanda smoothly.

I'V interview was also an enjoyable experience. My only worry is that I had no chance to see nor make comments to the edited
report before the broadcast, and the program is a variety show! I hope the report is an interesting one based on facts and can
deliver a positive message of Rwanda.

The previous house owner seems to have a financial problem and wanted to increase our house rent, which was not acceptable to
us. Thus, right after the TV shooting, we started to find a new place to stay. Luckily, we have found a more comfortable house
than before with excellent views and a spacious private garden (and a bigger house than before with almost the same house rent!
I am quite sure that we won’t be able to live in a better house than this for my life). It is a bit sad that we had to leave the place
that we had been staying since December 2007, but we are trying to enjoy the new living environment.

Shota had a very high fever after his one-year birthday. It turned out that it was a teething fever (our baby-sitter kept saying the
fever was relating to Shota’s teeth, but we could not understand as the teething fever is called as ‘a fever of wisdom’ in Japan
(because we traditionally believed that this infection happened when the baby was acquiting wisdom (and the Western belief was
that the timing was when the baby was having teeth)). Anyway, he is now fully recovered and we are relieved very much. And we
appreciate that Shota was treated well at ER of a local hospital.

The two biggest events this year would be: commencement of my Ph.D. field study in Rwanda and decision making by the
Rwanda Housing Authority management about whether I will be kept at the Asbestos Removal Team continuously. Let’s see
how they go, and I hope the results would be enjoyable to me and my family.

Visited the high school in Japan where I studied a long time ago
and talked about my job experiences (March, 2013)
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Guiding Japanese TV crew to Nduba landfill (November, 2013)
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A view from our new house’s balcony (January, 2014)
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Shota’s first birthday cake (the message on the cake is,

‘Happy Rimwe Shota!” (Rimwe is ‘1” in Kinyarwanda)

(December, 2013)
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