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The Fifth Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD V) was recently held in Yokohama Japan, and the
Japanese Prime Minister Abe pledged assistance package of about US$32 billion to Africa for coming five years. My wife Yuri
supported two female basket weavers from Rwanda to join the African Fair, official side event of TICAD V, and they
demonstrated how to produce hand-made baskets at the booth of Ruise B (Japan) (http://www.tuiseb.jp/home.html (in
Japanese but you can see product photos from Rwanda)). I am happy to hear that they received visits and could shake hands with
heads of two states from Japan and Rwanda.

<Internship>

Since May 2012, my wife has recruited two Japanese interns for Ruise B Rwanda. Ruise B (Japan) as explained above is making a
lot of efforts to promote Rwandan handicrafts exportation to Japan, but in order to realize constant and sufficient income to
basket weavers, it is also important to develop domestic sales of the produced handicrafts in Rwanda. This is a reason why an
initiative of ‘Ruise B Rwanda’ was launched.

The two interns stayed and helped Ruise B Rwanda initiative for about three months and eight months respectively. They
contributed a lot to implementation of the initiative and completed various missions such as creating Ruise B Rwanda website
(http:/ /www.ruisebrwanda.com/), developing new products, and conducting quality control of the handicrafts. As Yuri was
pregnant and went back to Japan for about six months, they played a key role to keep the initiative running.

I personally did not have any responsibility to the interns, but tried to brainstorm together their carrier planning as they were still
very young. Additionally, I think I could explain to them how important the mindset of easygoing is to survive in Africa by
showing a bit embarrassing my lazy life style. Unfortunately, we could only offer pute internship opportunities and could not pay
for their works, but I hope they could obtain something positive for their future.

As the pace of life is slower in Africa, coming in Rwanda and trying to do some internships for a short time are almost
meaningless. But if someone can stay a bit longer, at least for a few months, it would be a good opportunity for the young to
sense what kinds of potentials we have in Rwanda and Africa from the point of development assistance and/or business
development (at the same time, as I introduced my news column at Volume 10 of the Monthly Rwanda, if you just want to enjoy
friendship with Rwandans, a short visit/travel is also sufficient and meaningful).

Also, receiving interns is a good opportunity for us to learn young generations’ future visions and dreams. As long as the
internship is co-beneficial, we want to continue to welcome people who come and participate in our activities.
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<Affection toward babies>
So far, a living condition in Kigali with our baby Shota, now six month old, is
quite comfortable. Somehow I feel that people in Rwanda show much more
affection to babies than I experienced in Japan. You might think that it is
because the country is poor and newborns are welcome as additional labor
force. This might be true in a rural area, but I see people in capital Kigali also
love babies and often ask us to hold Shota even when they are at the first
time to see us. So, I believe they purely feel deep affection for babies.

Or, loving newborns is a normal reaction to human beings but people in
Japan, especially those living in urban areas, might have forgotten to remind
the affection as they ate too busy. In either way, it is lucky for us to be here at
this timing and this should be a good environment for Shota to spend his
first year.

It seems that a role of raising children still heavily belongs to women in
Rwanda (some of my Rwanda male friends even said that they did not touch
their babies until the babies became several months old as they ware too
softl). Thus, when I sometimes carry Shota in front of me and go for
shopping or meetings, many find me on street and give me a smile with slight
teasing and big affection.

Shota is doing his job well, too: with a lot of smiling and sometimes ctying.
He is not yet shy with people and does not cry even when he is held by
strangers. 1 hope he grows up in this way continuously and becomes a
member of the global village naturally.
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Premier Abe addresses delegates at the fifth Ticad meeting in Japan. The New Times/
Courtesy.
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One group of basket
weavers got so excited about
Shota’s birth and they
generously knitted the left
cloths as a gift to Shota.
Although Rwanda is not so
cold, we appreciate their
kindness
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