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<Kigali City Library>

Recently, supported by US Government (and perhaps the Rotary Club), the first public library in Rwanda was opened in Kigali. It
is open from Monday to Saturday between 8am to 8pm, and the entrance is free. There are an internet room, many reading
desks/chairs, a reading room for children, and other facilities. When I visited the library last year, numbeting of the books was
not yet cornpleted but it is mostly done now. It looks like the books come from many sources such as donation from foreign
universities and charities, and it is a bit challenging if you want to find a specific book (arrangement of the books is still rather
chaotic). Nevertheless, it is fun to be surrounded by many books, and wandering around the library is like treasure hunting of
wisdom.

Usually, this type of development assistance is not well evaluated as measuring its impact is quite challenging. So, I appreciate
US’s initiative to have realized this library. Measuring the impact quantitatively is difficult, but I could sense definitely that the
visitors were enjoying the service provided by the library.

It is a bit unfortunate that the facility is still too beautiful for many local people to enter without hesitation. I think this is the
main reason why the number of users is still relatively small and I saw only young people, who looked like students. But I hope
the libratry becomes popular gradually. There was not strong traditional culture to read books in Rwanda, and the library could
change this and would strengthen capacity of people to learn by themselves originated from their own curiosity about new
knowledge.

If you have any already-read English/French books, please consider to donate them to the new Kigali City Libraty to share fun
of reading to local people. .
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<Nyakatsi demolition>

There are various efforts ongoing in Rwanda, mainly led by Rwandan Government, to demolish old culture and modernize the
country. One is a project to demolish Nyakatsz, traditional thatched roof, and covert it to a metal roof. From the viewpoint of
outsider like me, this is a bit sad initiative as the traditional thatched roof looks matching more to the natural color of Rwanda: a
lot of greens and red laterite soil or rich black soil.

However, I read a book saying that maintenance of the traditional roof was cumbersome and you needed reroofing every year.
Also, although tile roofing looks more beautiful than metal roofing, tile is more expensive and heavier, and would damage
structure of houses where many of them are still made of sundried bricks. Thus, just criticizing the initiative is irresponsible.
However, at the same time, I hope a better solution would be found out such as development of light tile roofing because metal
roofs are deteriorating Rwanda’s scenic beauty significantly.

Currently, small and very crowded Toyota Hiace vans, which are usually used as public transportation, are said to be the ‘next
Nyakatsi’ to be eradicated and converted to bigger and more comfortable buses. As for this initiative, I fully support the idea.
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Some shelves
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French books are still limited
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The photo on the wall top is of
President Obama
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