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<Arrival of our new family member>

On December 4%, at around 10 am, we welcomed artival of our first baby boy in Tokyo. We named the child ‘Shota’, which
means, ‘fly (= sho) strongly (= 7a)’. The delivery was very difficult and both the baby and the mother once faced a quite critical
condition. But very fortunately, both of them overcome the difficulties and completed the safe delivery. I don’t cry usually, but 1
could not help but shed tears when I saw Shota coming out and making his first cry. From the first severe labor pain, about 20
hours were required until hearing the baby’s first cry. I could only cheer up my wife and massage her body during the labor, and 1
admire her toughness and strong will to become a mother. Also, I want to express my deepest thanks to the team of the
obstetrics and gynecology. They did a great job and they are still helping us about how to raise a baby propetly.

Shota is doing very fine now: drinking breast milk well, moving his arms and legs very actively, and sleeping peacefully and very
deeply. The mother Yuri still needs some time of rest, but her recovery is steady against severe breeding during the labor.

It is sad that I can only stay with them for about one more week and need to be back to Rwanda, but I hope they will grow and
recover well and be ready to join me in Rwanda some time next year (and I want to exercise my full responsibility as a father).
Anyway, as long as they are healthy and well, I don’t expect anymore.
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% It has become cold in Tokyo and we see yellow leaves
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