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<Akagera National Park safari>

Recently, there was a chance to guide Japanese visitors to a short safari to Akagera National Park. The patk is one of the three
national parks in Rwanda located in the east. When it was founded in 1934, the park was covering over 2,500km?. However in
1997, a lot of area was cut from the park and distributed to 1994 genocide returning refugees due to land shortage. Currently, the
park coverage is 1,085km?2 Nevertheless, it must have required a lot of efforts to keep the national patk of this scale out of
human inhabitation where the population density is more than 400/km? in Rwanda. There is continuous friction between the
wildlife and human living, and one person was attacked and killed by a hippo around the patk lately while the hippo was shot
and killed by a policeman. The plan is ongoing to install electric fences at the all western border of the park.

Although the scale is much smaller than world-famous national parks in Kenya (ref. Page 2 of vol.16), Tanzania and other
African countries, and although some wild animals are intentionally introduced from outside of the patk (e.g. giraffes were
brought from Tanzania and elephants were carried from Bugesera area in Rwanda by helicopter), it is still enjoyable for me to be
able to see giraffes, hippos, zebras, and other animals in the wild in a day trip from my house. If safari guides could be skilled up
and master how to entertain park visitors (not just by indicating names of the identified animals), the park would be a more
stable national income source through tourism.

<F7Hh7SEAL2ABETOYIFY>

&, BANSDSHHEEBEEZTHSSELLRBEDE £ 2E L= 77 VICERTIHELAHY ELz, 2BEEILTURIZ3D2HD
EX2ABED 1 DTRICHELTWET, 1934FICHR SN -BOEREX2500km2A ETLz, LALIYTEIZ, THFRERMSZFD
REAHBUYEm SN, 1994FDEZRDEICFEL-#RICHATEZAONE Lz, BE. 2EEEE1,085km?2TT, LMLENS,
AOZFEEHII00N A km2EBZDILT AT, CORBOELLABICAZEEHLELVLSICTIDERELEANBELE 12L&
BUOEY, BEHYWE ABOLEFEORICEASIZHEEEAFELTHEY., £84H. 1 ANRXERILTHNIZEDATREEL, 20
ANEERICHESIAEL, 2EOBEOERERICESMERET SEHNETFTT,

=7 (FIRD 2 R—TBHE) LAV ZT7H, D7 7)) HICHHAHFAWNCHERLGEILAELYITTF > &/MEETI L. BHE
FYOFRIZIEABEOAINSERNICHELAFTFN-13DEHIDOTTLN BIZAEX, FULEEOFZTHhL, REILITOZDITH
ESHEMNSAYITE—TEA) | EARMSBHIIRY T, BETICWBFY L, AN, OXH9T0MOEMERDIENTE
ZDIEENTEELWVTT, YI7VDERAANEL S5 B &2 LilEEBAT. 2EDGRELE LS 28ME (R H-890
%Eﬁg?l:?’)ﬁﬁfﬁ() BIZDFEZENTENE, BAEFBELEFEOLYRELZRARE LT, AEIGHETES L
YA o ’ - g

| UGANDA git——" 1
I A

B
e,
CONGO N \ P
(ZATRE) parcnational | eCyanika L, TANZANIA .
desVolans® 1\ _oGatuna | A half-day safari route we
" Faiticn =m‘9"’"PE ] traveled (blue line on the
B~ e Gisenyl fake | Natioml right from ‘G’ point, whete
fate e e " ——y the northern park gate is
v . oKGAL

located). The white line on

i3 okibuye o@hmu x -‘iqbuflsg} Harigh the right is a national
,f,:"m':,‘,";;':l“: ’_ o _};;'E:ﬂ\__u ..o border to Tanzania
\eCyangugu  eGikangors’ . Riseru / =B ES-FEBSTFID
Wy "/ Lk (AEOEMBHBG
4 R s e O)tﬁ!)ﬁﬁ\éd)ﬁd)ﬁ%‘ﬁ)oﬁ
BURUNDI O em—— 30 miles IZHHAVRITILTF=TED

Ei%

Three national parks in Rwanda (in light green)
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Hippos: as their skins
are very weak, they
usually stay in the
water during the
daytime, and we were
rather lucky to have
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The purple flowers
on the wetland are of
water hyacinths,
which are invasive
non-native species
coming from the
Lake Victoria located
downstream
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A typical view of hippos during the daytime
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