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<Historical comparison>

Although there is no scientific rational, I sometimes find it useful to understand the present situation of Rwanda and
neighboring countries by analyzing which era of Japan would be compatable to it. And this can be done by viewing the countries
from various angles.

For example, the recent situation of economic development in Rwanda would be comparable to rapid economic growth of eatly
1950s in Japan. There are not yet key trade products established, but due to relative stability of security and rapid population
growth after the war (ref. 1994 genocide in Rwanda and WWII in Japan), the economy is growing at high speed. Like Japan, the
next challenges in Rwanda would be how to create a leading industrial area like car and electronics industries in Japan, and how
to prepare for soft landing to slow economic growth in the future (like the situation that Japan is still suffering from 1990s).

As for the political system, I find similarity between the current Rwanda and the eatly Tokugawa shogunate in Japan at the
beginning of the 17th century. The country is at the stage to make efforts to create a long-term framework as a new and unitary
state (at the time, Japan got finally politically unified after the Warring State Period in 15" and 16" centuries). But the progtess is
mainly led by political leaders, not by the citizen.

Regarding the political system in neighboring countries such as the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), I assume that the
situation is still at the Warring State Period in Japan. The state is not yet fully united and the political leaders are surviving in a
world where the stronger prey upon the weaker.

My intention of the above analysis is never to mock that those countries’ progress is behind and inferior. On the contrary, 1
sometimes question whether our so-called ‘sustainable development’ concept, which is defined as (economic) development that
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, is really bringing
us to continuous prosperity. Our notion of endless growth strongly based on the monetary system is quite new in our recent
history of only around a few hundred years, while self-sufficient lifestyle without any civilized system has a solid record that it
made mankind survived on earth for at least 250,000 years. So, technically speaking, no one is not yet sure about whether the
more developed, the better and more sustainable. We just believe in it and are trying to prove it by realizing more development.

Anyway, my point of the above analysis is not there. What I want to say is that effective measures to deal with
social/political/economical/environmental issues in a certain country must be chosen by fully understanding context of the
target country.

For instance, in DRC, a presidential election was organized last year, and the UN and international community spent a lot of aid
money to monitor the election and make it ‘fair’. But for me, it will never be a priority to use precious funds for democratic
election when the state is at the Warring State Period, where both people to vote and to be voted ate not ready and do not fully
comprehend function and importance of democratic election.

Maybe it is too much to say that election in DRC is meaningless, but it should be too optimistic that the “fair’ election would
simply bring peace and prosperity. If I continue the above analysis, at least small conflicts might be unavoidable to create a
unitaty state during the Warring State Period. However, what the international community can do realistically is to help minimize
victims during the conflicts. As an example, if the UN can spend the same aid funds in order to create international consensus
that prohibits exportation of all military weapons to DRC, the number of severe victims during the conflicts would be
signiticantly reduced and peace talks by the people in DRC would be encouraged (as killing people and controlling the country
by militaty power would be more cumbersome than starting businesses and earning money). I understand all (or the majority of)
weapons such as machine/rocket guns, grenades and land mines are manufactured at the outside of Africa, thus the embargo
measures should be significantly eftective (perhaps in all African countries).

Unless we do seriously discuss priority and effectiveness of possible measures in context of a target country, the aid intervention
would be ineffective and waste of money, which is coming from foreign tax revenue and resulting in our own financial loss. 1
believe it is important to know that there is no worldwide panacea and judging right or wrong about a target country’s specific
situation against the international standard is sometimes misleading. The most effective measures that are possible to implement
in context of the target country must be chosen even if the selection is something unsatisfactory from the present global
standard. Also, foreign criticisms against measures done by the target country itself without proposing a feasible Plan B, are
something I dislike. Criticizing others when there is no idea about how to improve the situation realistically is significantly
irresponsible, but I sometimes hear such criticisms against African countries, which is not constructive nor productive.

By the way, speaking of communication skills in Rwanda, I am afraid Japan won’t be able to reach the same level even in 2050.
English proficiency among general Japanese would be improved for coming years, but communicating in English professionally,
let alone in French, would be extremely challenging in the near future.

Also, the way to set up nation’s development targets politically is more powerful and with stronger leadership in Rwanda. Of
course, leading countries with the population of 120 million (Japan) and 10 million (Rwanda) is quite different, but this strong
leadership is something severely needed at the present Japanese political scene. But the achievement would be possible only in
five to ten years with the most optimistic bet.

Rwanda matked the 50th anniversary from its independence on July 1%t I am curious to see how this country moves forward.
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