Monthly Rwanda

Reported by Toshikazu MITO @Rwanda

Vol.49 April 06, 2012 '
(Page 1/2)

E-mail: mitotoshi@gmail.com

<Various latest news 1>
Here are some recent topics around me:
1. Curve mirror introduction

After having experienced a severe car accident (cf. vol. 10.5) in
2008, I got an idea to introduce curve mirrors for road safety in
Rwanda (cf. vol. 14). I explained the idea to technical officers at
MININFRA, the previous honorable minister at MININFRA,
and current and previous Director Generals (DG) at the
Rwanda Transport Development Agency (RTDA), which is in
charge of road construction. Most of them agreed with my
proposal, but many left their positions before realizing it.

But finally at the end of this past February, I had a chance to
persuade the idea to RTDA DG right before his mission to
Japan. Moreover, with support from my wife, who was having
a vacation in Japan, I could arrange a meeting in Tokyo
between RTDA DG and one Japanese professor specialized in
the curve mirror.

As RTDA DG has an academic background, the meeting was
very successful. Now the arrangement is made that the
Japanese professor will donate several sample curve mirrors to
Rwanda, and RTDA will test their effectiveness. Then, once
the result is positive, the Government of Rwanda will officially
start introducing curve mirrors as a road safety standard.

Although the samples are only expected to reach Rwanda in
July or later, I am very happy that my proposal might be
realized finally. I hope the mirror can reduce the number of
traffic accident victims at dangerous sharp corners in Rwanda.

2. Prices of commodities

At present, the exchange rate between the Rwanda Franc and
the US dollar is around 606Frw = US$1. However, I have long
thought that the real value of Frw to people here is more
understandable when I recognize 1Frw as 1 Japanese Yen (the
real exchange rate is around 7Frw = 1Yen). For example, the
public bus fare in Kigali is around 150-250Frw while the
minimum subway fare in Tokyo is 160Yen (around US$1.9). A
dinner plate at a fancy restaurant in Kigali is around 5,000Frw
while 5,000Yen (around US$61) is a reasonable price for dinner
at a restaurant in Tokyo. Under this assumption, 9,000Frw
sounds a bit expensive for the secondhand shoes that I bought
in a local market for a school child (9,000Yen = around
US$109) and the gasoline/diesel price of 1,000Frw/L in Kigali
is super expensive (1,000Yen = around US$12). At the same
time, as I reported in vol. 35, the average monthly income of
primary school teachers is around 40,000Frw, which is very low

even if we convert the figure based on the above idea
(40,000Yen = around US$485).

However, recently, prices of daily necessaries are skyrocketing
due to high inflation. This is mainly because of the fact that
Rwanda is a landlocked country and many products are
imported, and that the prices go up when the cost of
transportation rises linked with the fuel price hike. For
example, the price of one sack (35kg) of charcoal, which is
main cooking fuel here, is around 7,000Frw in Kigali now, but
the price has tripled for the past few years (as for charcoal,
another reason of the price increase is because tree cutting is
strictly restricted in Rwanda and some seem to be coming from
abroad). So, the above way of thinking might be getting less
and less helpful to understand fair commodity prices.

3. New direct flights to Kigali

Thanks to its rapid economic development and relatively good
security condition, Rwanda is attracting many aitline
companies. In January this year, the South African Airways
began to operate a direct flight between Kigali and
Johannesburg (stopover in Bujumbura, Burundi). Although
there was already a similar service by the RwandAir, we can
expect airfare discount due to more competition.

Then since this March, the Qatar Airways has introduced a
route between Kigali and Doha (stopover in FEntebbe,
Uganda). This is great news to us as now we can freturn to
Japan just by transferring only at Doha airport. Until then, we
needed to use at least two airports for transit before reaching
Japan except for using an expensive route through Amsterdam.
The travel fee is also significantly reduced. By using the Qatar
Airways, the round trip between Japan and Rwanda costs less
than US$1,7000 while around US$2,400 was a normal price in
the past. Moreover, the Qatar Airways is recognized as one of
the safest with one of the best services among all airline
companies in the world.

The Turkish Airlines is going to establish a route between
Istanbul and Kigali, too. One of my Rwandan friends sold his
hotel in Kigali recently so that the new owner can open the first
Turkish restaurant in Rwanda. There is a rumor that the
Turkish Embassy is coming together with the airline.

4. Slow internet connection because...

For the past one month, the internet connection is disastrous.
Of course, the connection was always unstable and the line
became dead once or twice per hour even in the past, but we
are now facing a situation that the internet connection is down
for more than two minutes for every three minutes, and even if
the connection is established, the data speed is much slower
than before.

When I talked about this issue with my Rwanda friend, he told
me that the network company was excusing itself by saying that
an optic fiber cable was damaged at a seaport in Mombasa,
Kenya by a ship (that line is the only one connecting the East
Africa to other continents (through India)). I don’t know
whether this information is true or not, but the internet system
seems to be too fragile if one ship can damage the cable and
paralyze the internet connection of the whole region, and the
repair won’t be finished for a month.

Rwanda is making a lot of efforts to develop ICT businesses,
and the optic fiber cable for the internet connection has been
installed recently throughout the country. But it seems that
there is still a big challenge about maintenance capacity of the
system.

Optic fiber cable
underground installation
at a countryside (I heard it
was coordinated by a
Korean company)
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Typical charcoal sacks
in Rwanda
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Note that I produced to
explain to the traffic
police, etc. about our car
accident happened in
2008. The accident
occurred at a sharp
corner where the front
view is very limited
without the curve mirror
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