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<Retrospect of 2011>

After leaving UNDP Rwanda office and the Japanese Ministry of the Environment in September 2009, my survival in Rwanda is
getting more and more complicated. Although my roles of supporting Rwanda for waste management, climate change, asbestos
eradication, environmental education, air pollution, etc. are not changing very much, I have been mostly as a volunteer (i.e. receiving
almost no payment) since August last year. It was a stressful experience at the beginning, but thanks to relatively stable income by my
wife through her working at the Japanese Embassy in Rwanda, I could continue what I wanted to do here, and I am rather enjoying
freedom at present.

Now I am applying for a long-term contract position for a new waste management project in Rwanda. So, if I am lucky enough, I can
report its positive result perhaps in March, and can continue all the above tasks with income.

My stay in Rwanda reaches five years in this coming March, and I am satisfied to see that I could have created a certain level of
networking and stakeholders’ trust on me in the field of environmental protection. Also, visiting Tanzania, Morocco, and Lesotho as a
UN climate change consultant was an invaluable episode for me last year.

Detailed designing of a new landfill in Kigali is supposed to be finished by a German consulting firm within this year. Additionally,
removal activities of asbestos roofs are expected to increase. I am pleased that if I could add my contribution in 2012 for Rwanda’s
environmental protection.
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<Winter vacation in Japan> —

During the whole January, I was back in Japan for my winter vacation. As usual, it was not only a relaxing time, but I could visit many
places and see many people. Some highlights were:

- Visiting relatives in Tokyo, Yokohama, Hiroshima and Oita
- Having a meeting with landfill experts at Fukuoka University in Hakata and requested an analysis of Kigali landfill leachate quality
- Short sightseeing and some meetings in Kyoto

- Learned a new technology at Tohoku University in Sendai about establishing a low-cost sewage treatment plant in developing
countries, which can be financially and technically feasible even in Rwanda

- Joined 2011 earthquake recovery work in Kesen-numa area for about nine days, where there was severe Tsunami damage and some
villages were completely washed away, and met a long-time friend there, whom I see always at big natural disaster rescue sites

- Visited a Rwandan living in Fukushima and had chatting with her supporting group members on the nuclear power plant damage to
Fukushima area caused by the last year earthquake

- Met ex-colleagues at the Japanese national government and Diet
- Enjoyed meetings with a study group, ex-classmates, and old friends

- Had a tour to see one of the biggest electric waste (E-waste) recycling facilities in Japan, and discussed with experts there potentials
to conduct E-waste recycling in Rwanda

- And visiting a hot spring in Izul

In Kesen-numa, I was surprised to see that some areas were still open fields with nothing after all buildings were destroyed by Tsunami
last Match. But I also saw hopes: some volunteer groups like the one I joined (http://www.apcas.jpn.org/english/e_index.html) were
showing very strong dedication to the damaged communities’ recovery and they were making long-term planning about how to
continuously support people living in temporary houses who lost their houses by the Tsunami. Also, I sensed that people in the
damaged area of Kesen-numa were generally (and perhaps culturally and historically) very tough against hardship and were not over-
relied on external help. With this personality of self-reliance, I hope they can rebuild the lost villages quickly. Although I am far away
from Kesen-numa, I want to keep a connection with the area I visited and to continue to support its reconstruction as much as
possible. .
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