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<Lecturing an environmental course in Rwanda>

I had a chance to run one course at a university located in one town called Butare in Rwanda. The name of the university is ‘Protestant
Institute of Arts and Social Sciences (PIASS)’.

PIASS consists of three faculties: the faculty of theology, the faculty of education, and the faculty of development studies. My friend
Mr. Sasaki, who is a Japanese and living in Rwanda longer than me, and supporting a reconciliation process after 1994 genocide,
offered me this opportunity to organize one short introductory course on development and environmental protection for the first-year
students of the school, who belong to the faculty of development studies.

My role was to run an eight-day course for two groups: evening course students and weekend course students. Four units per day (50
minutes per unit) were allocated for the course, and it was officially counted as a 30-hour course. But in reality, the session was usually
three hours per day (as the students gathered late), so the total lecturing hours were 24 hours.

I had some experiences to have taught about climate change at a technical university in Kigali, but that was just a few-hour session for
twice. Therefore, teaching at PIASS was my first serious experience at a university.

Luckily, as electricity and a projector were available at the class, most of the lecture was able to be conducted by using (Microsoft)
power point presentation materials. It turned out that I needed to produce more than 300 slides in total. It was a good exercise for me
as well to systematically understand knowledge relating to sustainable development.

The faculty of development studies at PIASS is very new (less than two years old), and PIASS, private institute, is making efforts to
attract as many students as possible (in order to make their business sustainable). Therefore, the school fee is set lower than other
universities in Rwanda, and I heard that the annual fee for the students of development studies is 400,000Frw (about US$666), which is
still expensive when we consider the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Rwanda is US$540 per capita in 2010 according to the
National Institute of Statistics of Rwanda.

I believe that new knowledge regarding development and environmental protection is accumulated on daily basis, thus mastering skills
about how to keep learning is more important than memorizing the knowledge available now. Also, through my four-year experiences
here, I have found the basic presentation technics (i.e. how to appeal concrete ideas to the audience in a persuasive and constructive
manner) are generally quite weak in Rwanda. Theretore, I tried to make the course as practical as possible (and as another point, I am
not good at genuine academic knowledge sharing).

Based on the rule of higher education in Rwanda, the development studies students must take 5 modules of various courses per six-
month semester, and one module consists of two to three units. And my course is classified as one unit, which means they need to
study around 900 hours per year. For me, who attended classes only once or twice per month (not per week!) during my undergrad
study in Japan, this is a huge volume.

Many universities in Rwanda offer evening and weekend courses as they are popular for the majority of students, who need to work in
the daytime of weekdays and obtain enough money for their studies. The evening course at PIASS is offered from 18:00 to 21:00, and
the weekend course is offered from 09:00 to 12:00 for the morning session and from 14:00 to 17:00 in the afternoon (both on
Saturday and Sunday). I was very impressed to see a high attendance rate of the students despite this hard schedule.

The challenges I found were: 1) many students still do not feel comfortable to discuss in English, which is now an only official
language at the higher education in Rwanda (but I must say their English is still far better than English of Japanese university students),
2) some very basic knowledge is not taught at the primary and secondary schools (for example, it was very hard for me to explain CO,
as a greenhouse gas causing climate change because some students did not know the simple fact that combustion of carbon can create
CO,), and 3) capacity of teaching staff: staff salaries are quite low and, at this moment, many courses are realized by visiting lecturers
(including me) mainly on a voluntary basis (and the accommodation I was offered sometimes could not provide hot shower).

Nevertheless, I sensed strong enthusiasm of students (some are even old) to try to absorb all provided knowledge and to develop
themselves. I assigned five-minute individual presentation sessions at the last two days of the course to all the students, and they made
fairly impressive presentations by using power point slides, which was the first experience to use the software for many of them.

PIASS is not a university of elites, but I hope they did master something useful from me and would become a new generation that can
support to realize sustainable development of Rwanda.

By the way, technically speaking, the Ministry of Education in Rwanda rules that only institutions of higher education that operate
more than four faculties can be called as ‘universities’. Also, there was a strong pressure by the educational ministry that all academies
should have multiple faculties. That is why PIASS added the faculty of development studies and the faculty of education last year, and
they want to add one more faculty soon so that the institution will be recognized as a ‘university’ officially.

http://docs.google.com

ID (e-mail): ‘PIASS.dev.studies’
Password: ‘sustainabledev’
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