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<Namibia and Namib Desert>

My wife and I could have a short vacation recently and visited Namibia, country where red beautiful Namib Desert is
world famous.
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Namibia is a new country that obtained full independence from South Africa in 1990.
The atea is about 825,000km? while the population is only around 2 million. As the
result, the population dens1ty is only around 2 persons per km?, which ranks the 236th
out of 241 sovereign states and dependent territories accordmg to the Wikipedia. The
country is relatively rich mainly by mining industry such as diamonds and uranium,
and tourism, but the income gap is one of the biggest in the world at the same time.

Map from thegSpEgE From Rwanda, it takes 4 hours to Johannesburg and 2 more hours from Jo’burg to
(Red dot is Rwanda) Windhoek, capital of Namibia.
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According to our local guide during the trip, Namib Desert is
believed to be one of the oldest deserts in the world and it was
created during the period of Gondwana Continent (300 million to
100 million years ago). The sand dunes I explain later are developed
much more recently over the old Namib Desert. The size of Namib
Desett is about 80,000km? more than double the size of Rwanda.

I thought that the desert should be covered by sand, but geologically
speaking, any dry area can be categorized as a desert. So, the photo
on the right 1s also a part of Namib Desert.

By the way, the tribe of the guide has a culture that the youngest son
or daughter inherits all farm lands. As he is the youngest, he has an
option to stop the tourist guide work and go back to his farm.

RITRICEE LB A A FIckdE, 73 75")%@1*39?'(3—%3[,\5’1)7%
Q10T T2 FTFKBEOE (3EN S 1EFM) HEEnELE,
BTHRATIMER, ToERAICH T, EL\-)-E?@%%G)J:'G;%EL,
'Clﬂé%d)f‘*g:o FIOMEOEEIN8AFEAFOT, LIVIDEL
D2fFLUETT, ‘
BEFBICIBODI TV EHDOLEB T -OTTA, HEZMIZIE, A
;)Ei%% WREDESNDEITY, TS, EOFEEL T I TRE
ECAT. A4 FOSKTIE, BISLHE—EETORFPLENRET S
‘;')'G?' JBERSFADT, RITHA FEZLEHTRIBITEZ D4 EIR
BOT12EE5TY. R

The sand dunes are under development for the past few million
years. The sand is originally from Kalahari Desert, inland desert
located at the beginning of the left red arrow, and it is being
carried to the Atlantic Ocean by the Orange River, and the ocean
wind is blowing up the sand on the old Namib Desert.

The beautiful red color of the sand dunes are created by
oxidization of iron particles by taking a long time, thus, relatively
% new sand dunes located in the north has still normal sandy color.
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Morning is the best timing to see color contrast of the sand dunes.
All footsteps are disappeared in the afternoon due to wind.
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(from Dune 45)
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The highlight is to Visit Sossusvlel onl; place
we can go deep into the sand dune area by car
thanks to the situation that a riverbed there is
slowing down sand dune invasion. From
Sossusvlei, it seems that water flow continues to
the Atlantic Ocean below the sand dunes.

About 50 sand dunes are numbered around
Sossusvlei, and Dune 45 is the most reachable
dune for tourists.
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At the Atlantic coast, there is one of the world
biggest seal colonies as well (photo at the Cape
Cross reserve).
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