MOnthly Rwandﬂl Vol.39 May 10‘; 20111/2
Reported by Toshikazu MITO @R(‘A(r]g;da)

E-mail: mitotoshi@gmail.com

<Taking care of some ex-street children’s education>

In December last year, I met a Rwandan man of mid-20s at Nyanza landfill where I am working. He, whose name was
Jash, told me that he was an English-Kinyarwanda translator and also taking care of some ex-street children. He
wanted me to see his facility. I promised to visit there after having a winter vacation in Japan.

In February this year, my wife and I could finally find a time to visit his rented space. It consisted of tiny two rooms
and he told us the following story:

- In the past, he also was a street child

- He decided to take care of younger street children as much as possible and started to ask them to stay with him if
the children wanted it, although his job as a translator was not stable enough

- Currently, he is with 7 other ex-street children aged from 11 to 21

- Some have their mothers, for example, but they can’t live with them as the mothers are working as prostitutes
- He had financial support from an American NGO but the NGO terminated the involvement recently

Then, when we visited his space, he asked us whether we could help the seven children to go to school.

The total cost of their going to school is not so expensive when considering our income level. However, we could not
accept his request easily because:

1) Giving money to them easily might rather spoil them.

2) 'There are a lot of other children suffering in the same situation and our creating inequality is not fair.

3) There are some facilities for street children in Kigali and taking them to the facility might be better to their future.
4) It might not be easy to see whether our support does good to them just by giving money.

However, in March, we have finally decided to try to financially support them based on the understanding as follows:
a) We can pay the school fees directly to their schools and can avoid possible diversion of the donated money usage.
b) Yes, there are so many children impoverished but helping seven of them is definitely better than helping none.

c) We were told from Jash that some of the children once joined facilities for ex-street children in Kigali but they
could not be happy about staying there because the facilities did not encourage the children to go to normal
school but urged them to stay at the facilities and focus on mastering practical skills such as making handicrafts.

d) Finally, we could make an agreement with the children that they would write progress letters to us about their
studies at the end of each quarter. So, we can check their progress in their own words.

Additionally, we could receive a letter from Jash about his personal history, which was quite shocking. His mother
died when he was born at a hospital and his father then disappeared in Kenya. And he was adopted by a medical
doctor who helped his birth at the hospital but Jash had to soon give up the protection as the doctor’s wife was not at
all happy about the adoption. Then, at his age around 5, he became a street child. Some years later, he became
sheltered by a soldier and was later guided to join the military service. The soldier took care of him like his real father
but his real family was not pleased with it. Jash looked after the soldier when he got sick with AIDS, and after he died,
he was almost killed by the soldier’s relatives as he was thought to be hiding some inherited assets from the soldier.

Recently, there was a chance to invite most of the children to our house (see one photo attached). Although there is
always danger that they tend to ask more support and it is rare to see their appreciation to us (they often appreciate
Jesus instead), we would like to guide them to a good direction and offer better educational opportunities to them as
much as possible without spoiling them.

Letters from the children (some are with
academic records)
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Jash’s children (next to me is Jash).
Most of them look younger than their
real ages perhaps due to malnutrition
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Jash’s place (recently, the owner kicked them out from here)
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