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It is quite shocking and at the same time frustrating to see the huge carthquake damage in ]apan and to need to
acquiesce in the fact that there is few things that I can do to support its recovery from Rwanda. I sincerely hope that
Japan can overcome this huge challenge and that the victims can soon be released from any additional suffering. Also,
the damaged nuclear reactors must be stabilized as shortly as possible (together with disseminating all necessary
information to the public). Even one of the least developed countries Rwanda made a relief donation of US$100,000
to Japan. I keep receiving condolences from everybody I meet. We should be encouraged by this and move forward.

<Indigenous religion>

One of our biggest mysteries in Rwanda was that we don’t see any remnant of indigenous religion. During the
colonial period, the missions of Christianity were a very important component for the colonizer. As a result, the
majority of Rwandans has converted to Christians (around 90% of the population). And the rest are mostly Muslims.
At windows of trucks and public busses (and sometimes even at the surface of a motorbike), we can often find
messages written relating to Christianity such as ‘God is the best’, ‘Jesus is coming’, and ‘God is King’. And many
people listen to gospel music and church hymns in their cars, at restaurants, and even at supermarkets.

But they are all pure Christianity or Islam. For the past four years since my arrival, I have not seen any signs relating
to indigenous religion and was wondering why. In other African countries, although influence of Christianity and
Islam is very strong, they still keep indigenous religion such as Boodoo in a part of the West Africa, which is famous
for its black and white magic. Christianity atrived in Rwanda only about 100 years ago. Buddhism arrived in Japan
about 1,500 years ago, but the majority of Japanese still mixes Buddhism with our indigenous religion Shintoism,
which is based on animism. How ingenious religion was completely wiped out in Rwanda was a big mystery for me.

The answer to this question was suddenly obtained recently. One of my Rwandan friends told me the following:

- There is still indigenous religion in Rwanda, and it is called as ‘Kbandwa’. The name indicates both the traditional
ritual and the religion itself.

- When Christian missionaries arrived, God in Christianity and God in Kbandwa, which is also monotheism, were
recognized differently. Christian God was called in Swahili and Kbandwa God was called in Kinyarwanda as Iwana.

- However, in 1960s, one Rwandan priest declared that Christian God and Kbandwa God are the same Almighty and
that it should be called as Imana.

- Since then, the two are integrated into one.

- However, there is a general tendency to respect Christianity more than Kbandwa. So, the Kbandwa ritual is performed
rather secretly at night. The ritual uses fire and gives offerings of foods and beverages to their ancestors’ spirits, and
the shaman performs fortunetelling.

- Some Rwandans in younger generations disdain the indigenous religion and they are not happy to see Kbandwa
rituals conducted by older generations.

It was a great surprise for me to learn that it is completely hidden to foreigners. Additionally, I heard another
interesting story. During the colonial era, the King of Rwanda did not welcome Christian missionaries, but he could
not refuse their missions as he knew they were coming with guns. Instead, the King received the missionaries and
recommended two places to build churches. One was a village where the residents were notorious for their
unfriendliness to strangers and even the King was struggling to control the village. The King expected that the
missionaries would give up their activities due to this difficulty. However, as the missionaries came with a lot of foods
and products that the villagers had never seen, and as they were given to them, the residents really welcomed the
missionaries and the first Christian church in Rwanda was established there (near Butare city in the south).

As another effort, the King recommended a place where a lot of lightening hits the ground. But the missionaries
could again overcome this challenge and could successfully build a church there. I am told that the church still exists
in Gitarama (45-minute drive to the south-west from Kigali).

If we only see the status quo, we will easily misunderstand that people here are very obedient and can follow foreign
cultures, systems, beliefs, and technologies without difficulty. But it is not precise. Rwanda has its own identity and,
although some are hidden, they are well kept and modified in the present-day context. The friend also told me that
many Rwandans don’t tell such a story to foreigners. I appreciate openness of my friend.
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