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<Baby mountain gorillas haming ceremony — Kwita Izina>

On June 5%, there was an event entitled ‘Kwita Izina’ at the periphery of the Volcanoes National Park, located at about two-hour
drive from Kigali to the north-west. During this annual event, newborn baby mountain gorillas are cerebrated and receive their
names. The purpose of the event is to raise public awareness of the importance of biodiversity and its protection from underlying
threats, as well as the significance of establishing interconnections between biodiversity, conservation and green economy.

This event has been conducted evety year on the Wotld Environment Day (WED; June 5%) ot around the timing since 2005.
The mountain gorilla is one of typical endangered species, and all around 750 existing mountain gorillas live in the boatder area
among the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda and Rwanda, which is so-called as Virunga Volcanoes Region. The
Volcanoes National Park in Rwanda keeps about one third of the total mountain gorillas.

So far, 103 baby gorillas were named and 11 gorillas were additionally named this year. Although we cannot see the real mountain
gorillas during the event, some weatr baby gorilla costumes (somehow the design is not so cute) and pretend to receive their
names. The reputation of the event is getting bigger and bigger, so in this year, even the global head of UNEP (the United
Nations Environment Programme) joined the event to celebrate both Kwita Izina and WED.

My wife and I joined the event for the first time. The security was very tight during the event as the President of the Republic of
Rwanda participated in it. Even it was not allowed to bring cell phones to the venue. But it was a good opportunity to see and
listen to him closely. Although there are several different types of news (some are critical) broadcasted globally now about him as
the next presidential election is getting close, I found he had good skills as a politician. During his speech, he kept moving his
face constantly so that the audience would feel that he was watching all of us. Also, after the English speech, he faced back and
made brief remarks in a local language Kinyarwanda to explain importance of biodiversity to the local community who gathered
to join this event and waited for many hours (maybe even without understanding most parts of the event). We also happened to
have a chance to shake hands with him for the first time.

Rwanda is a very unique country in Africa (and even globally) with regard to the point that the head of state is strongly keen on
the environmental protection and its linkage to sustainable economic development. I am very pleased if we could continue our
contribution here and have a chance to discuss the future of this country seriously with the president from the point of
environmentally sustainable development (well, there is no such a plan yet, unfortunately). (Soutce: http://www.kwitizina.org/)

<Supplementary info about the cow o i
in Rwanda> o

In the previous volume, I forgot to state an important
story about the cow in Rwanda. There is a Japanese
lady who is supporting ex-street children to produce
crafts made of cow horns. She was once a JICA (the
Japan International Cooperation Agency) volunteer
and started the activity. Now she is graduated from the
mission but still visiting Rwanda sometimes by her
own expense and trying to help sales of the crafts.

When she comes back to Rwanda, she always stays at
the atelier together with the local craftsmen, and the
atelier’s living condition is very harsh.

I am always impressed by her dedication.

(Source: http:/ /www.rukus.jp/blog/200909.html)

Naming ceremony with costumed gorillas in the middle

<Challenge at higher education> ORI FRIEECEATYS

I recently had a chat with a Belgic friend who is working at a technical university in Kigali. According to him, the salary status of
professors there is a big challenge to keep the intelligence. The monthly salary ranges from about 300 to 600 USD for national
professors even though that technical university is public and supported by the national government. I know there is a case that
even a young national government official can receive around 1,000 USD monthly, so the above payment scale is much less
attractive. He told me that many professors want to leave the university as soon as they secure better jobs. The university is a key
to raise future generations to be able to enhance development of the country. This situation must be improved or severe
consequences would happen to Rwanda in the long run.
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Cow horn crafts in Rwanda
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