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<Cows in Rwanda>

While Japan is suffering a lot by the foot-and-mouth disease, in this volume, I would like to write about cows in Rwanda.
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Value of cows

Cows are a very valuable asset in this region. As an instance, I heard that, in Masai Mara in Kenya, the cow is recognized as a
symbol of wealth. The similar idea prevails in Rwanda especially in the rural area. For example, betrothal money is paid by
cows even in the case of marriage in Kigali City (sometimes). Although some rural families find it hard these days to prepare
cows because they ate too expensive for offering and they provide hoes and some agricultural tools instead, they still believe
that cows are standard for the marital ritual.

I also heard an interesting story from one American who is selling photovoltaic products in Rwanda. According to him, if he
is going to sell a solar panel to rural farmers, it is absolutely more effective to explain the investment cost by indicating how
many cows are equivalent to the purchase’ than just mentioning the purchasing price in Rwandan Franc.

Another example of Rwandan desire to have cattle is recorded in the history. Requested by the Rwandan authority at that
time, the World Bank conducted a so-called Gishwati initiative. The intention was to propose a scheme combining cattle
raising, farming and forestry in an integrated program of controlled management. But in the field, it enhanced clearing the
forest by fire for securing more cattle fields, and 75square-miles of forest was lost from Gishwati area, which represents 13%
of the country’s montane rain forest. As a result, in 1986, the Sierra Club published Bankrolling Disasters, which cited the
Gishwati project as one of the World Bank’s 10 worst projects in a survey of tropical rain forest destruction around the
world (source: ‘In the Kingdom of Gorillas’ by Bill Weber and Amy Vedder (published from Simon & Schuster, Inc.)). This
indicates a long-term and strong attachment of the people to cows.

One-cow policy

In line with the above point, the cutrent government has recently introduced ‘One-cow-per-poor-household program’. The
idea is for communities to cooperate together and share new-born cows to other families so that every family can keep at
least one cow. Additionally, the policy includes to encourage to switch the cow vatiety from a traditional one to a modernized
one (e.g. Holstein) so that milk production can be increased. Also, the program seeks “zero-grazing’, which keeps the cow in
the barn full time in order to avoid usage of large area for the pasture.

This program is controversial for me and I know some organic farmers in Rwanda are in line with my standpoint. First of all,
Rwanda 1s one of the most densely populated countries in Africa, while cows consume a lot more grasses than other
domestic animals such as pigs and goats. Thus, securing enough grasses for many cows would create conflicts with other crop
fields and the rural residential area. It is fine to keep cattle to some extent, but there are many other more environmentally
triendly domestic animals available. Providing at least one cow to all families in Rwanda sounds dangerous to me.

I heard a rumor that the main governmental office staff of this program once got mostly arrested due to a corruption charge.
I don’t know the precise situation of the latest but I assume the program is still ongoing.

Milk production

When I visited one of the most environmentally conscious cattle farms in Japan called ‘Saito Farm’ in Hokkaido last year, 1
learned that the milk production there is about 4L per day-cow. Interestingly, that is the same production amount in Rwanda
now. And the government is seeking to ‘modernize’ the way and to increase the milk production up to 30L per day per cow.

It sounds ironical to me that Japanese cattle farmers are making efforts to return to a Rwandan way of cattle farming while
Rwanda farmers are aiming the present Japanese way.

Milk taste

Some milk in Rwanda is sold in a package that enables its long preservation (mainly coming from neighboring countries). But
perhaps due to poor management, the milk in the package is sometimes sour and deteriorated.

Instead, locally produced milk is sold in a very simple package, but the taste is much better. Although the package is too
simple and we need to empty the package every time we consume, it creates much less package waste and might be one of the
best environmentally friendly containers.
Miscellaneous
- Relating to the above, have you ever seen “The Meatrix’ by YouTube? I think it is very funny but educational.
(http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMOAaciER60)
- Cow dung and urine can be good sources for soil improvement. And some are already using. However, the amount might
not be enough for the vast crop fields in Rwanda, which is challenging.
- Although written only in Japanese, my waste management activity has been publicized at the UN Forum website:
(http:/ /www.unforum.org/unstaff/123.html)
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Milk package in Rwanda
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