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<Update>
1) Bulldozer certificate

For about two weeks in April, I returned to Japan. The purpose was to join training of mastering operation of the bulldozer
and backhoe, and to obtain the driving certificate. It is important for proper renovation of Nyanza existing landfill site for me
to demonstrate how to use the machine, especially a backhoe, as local operator skills are limited. As it takes time to get official
authorization from the Government of Rwanda to join this training, I made up the decision by myself and completed the
mission by my own expense.

In Japan, it is regulated to operate the bulldozer and we need to participate in a six-day (38-hour) training session to teceive
the driving certificate. In case of me, I wanted to practice Caterpillar (American heavy duty machine company) machines and,
in mid-April, the session was only available in Sapporo, northern city of the county.

The number of participants of the beginner’s training was five. But actually, all others already had some (or even long)
experiences to have used the machines as they were mainly working at local construction companies. So, I was the only pure
beginner.

Training consisted of 14-hour study and 24-hour practice, and two exams for study and practice. The contents of the training
seems to be slightly different depending on the organizers, who are producers of heavy duty machines. It was a very
interesting experience to me, and I enjoyed both study and practice. Although the practice session was too long for other
participants as they already had sufficient skills, I wanted to spend longer hours to accumulate the experience. By the way, 1
needed to master how to conduct the bulldozer and backhoe, but the training was made by the power shovel and backhoe. In
Japan, the power shovel seems to be more commonly used by bulldozer these days.

The trainer, as well as other participants, was very kind and supportive by knowing my special case, and after passing the two
exams, he showed me privately the caterpillar equipment storage and even introduced me machine sales staff in case Rwanda
might import new machines from Japan.

During the session, I learned that the bulldozer used in Rwanda is already 30 to 40 years old, and the operation system is

manual compared to top-notch automated machines that we practiced there. So, I had a concern about whether I could really

operate the machine in Rwanda properly. However, by checking an antique operation manual through the internet, I could

understand the basic operational skill. I tried to use very shortly the bulldozer in Rwanda for the first time yesterday, and it
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- Perhaps the travel schedule was too tight and the temperature in Sapporo (0-10°C) was too cold. Right after coming back to
Rwanda, I lied down on bed for several days by high fever. I am recovered now but still a bit weak.

- Coincidently on the birthday of my wife, my tentative contract at UNDP Rwanda expired. I am still on a process to receive a
long-term contract to work for waste management, but I am not sure about when I can secure it. However, my mindset has
become different recently and now it seems meaningless for me in Africa to be worried about this kind of unstable status. I
will keep working for landfill site renovation anyway and start using the backhoe at Nyanza site from next week.
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This time, | went back to Japan via

| Amsterdam. The street car and bicycle
roads like in the picture are symbols of
the town.
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My wife and | also had a chance to visit a
textile factory in Osaka in Japan so that she
can leran skills about how to produce textile
from banana fibers.
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Van Gogh museum in Amsterdam. It has the
world biggest number of collection of his
works.
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