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Sunset in Shiretoko (world
natural heritage) when we
were in Japan
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Landfill site in Japan where | could visit in October. It is an
ultimate goal to install this kind of management system in
Kigali City and Rwanda.
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<Towards ‘Step 2’ in Rwanda> 8 :

I was back in Japan for two months and just came back to Rwanda several days ago. In Japan, I needed to talk with the Japanese
Ministry of the Environment (MOE) about my coming status. As a very generous offer, they once suggested an arrangement to
let me go back to Rwanda again and to ask me to rejoin MOE only when I complete the mission. Unfortunately, in spite of great
efforts by the human resource department at MOE, the arrangement could not become possible because that exceptional deal
was against the relating Japanese laws. It is natural that the government officials are expected to work for Japan (not for other
countries) and that there is a limit of getting one’s leave.

Hence, we have made an agreement to terminate my contract at MOE. Surprisingly, many ex-colleagues were supportive of the
decision and I was very much moved by a lot of remarks of encouragement by them. I received many cheering messages from
my friends, too.

I have only spent several days as ‘Step 2’ in Rwanda so far, but I am already pleased to have made the decision. One Rwandan
minister even approached me and suggested to recruit me directly. There are at least several things in my mind that I need to do
in Rwanda. So, I need to have more discussions with key people and find out what would be the best status for me to contribute
to this country in the environment field. The process might take time, but I will report you readers once it is settled down.

Together with Yuri, who is conducting several projects mainly enhancing the relationship between Rwanda and Japan, we are
going to continue to stay in Rwanda at least for an additional few years.
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<Climate Change in the East Africa>

The international discussion on ‘Post-Kyoto’ framework is getting more and
more complicated these days, but here is a story in the field of the East |
Africa that I heard from my Tanzanian colleague:

- He is from the area near Mt. Kilimanjaro
- Many people are making their living by cattle breeding
- They spend US$300 to 600 to purchase a cow

- For the past two years, the amount of rain there is very scarce, and they
don’t have enough water to supply to cows nor money to bore a water well

- Thus, a lot of cows are now on sale and the selling price is now about
US$30 due to this extreme high supply

- People cannot live with this harsh condition

Water war is a very realistic issue here. Climate change might be an only part
of cause of the water scatcity, but it is definitely worsening the situation.
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<Issue of soil erosion>

Soil erosion is a very concerned issue in Rwanda. As a country of a thousand hills, a lot of earth is washed away down to the river
when there are heavy rains. Most rivers in Rwanda have chocolate color. Many institutions including the Government of Rwanda
have projects to try to prevent this soil erosion. I agree with this importance, but I have an additional opinion. For me, a lot of
‘earth’ is washed away, but it is not real ‘soil’. The topsoil should be rich in nutrients and it should be the base of vegetation. But
in case of Rwanda, except for the area around the Lake Kivu, there is no black soil and the earth is made of very poor laterite. So,
the eroded earth might damage the water quality of rivers and lakes but the erosion won’t change crop productivity as shaved
ground is still the same laterite earth.

Thus, I am very interested in how to create ‘real soil’ in tropical Africa in addition to the soil erosion issue. In Japan, creating soil
means collecting leaf mold in many cases, but in this tropical area, I see many trees do not drop leaves. Also, due to the mild
temperature, the growth of vegetation is very fast and many leaves do not seem to contain rich nutrients. I am very glad if
someone knows any skills about how to create topsoil efficiently in the tropical area like Rwanda.
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