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Reported by Toshikazu MITO @Rwanda

E-mail - mitotoshi@gmail.com

<Update>

- I just realized that the last version was issued in May, although this should be a monthly report! Many things look slow here,
but time flies actually.

- I was extremely busy for the past months. Here are some highlights:

1) I coordinated to organize two workshops on the climate change adaptation projects development in Rwanda. For the two
full-day workshops in June and July, around 80 people from both the public and private sectors participated in them. The
meetings went well and one of the project document drafts is about to be finalized now.

2) I could arrange to invite a mission from Fukuoka University to visit the only existing landfill site in Kigali to renovate the
status quo. Dr. Matsufuji and Dr. Tanaka from the university stayed here about ten days and they even conducted some
demonstration activities to urgently improve the condition there. Dr. Matsufuji has experiences of more than 30 years for
solid waste treatment at landfill sites including treatment activities in many developing countries in the world. However, even
he said that the condition in Kigali is one of the most challenging he has ever seen. Even after their return, I am visiting the
site at least a few times a week and sometimes putting off fires by myself with surrounded by flies. Through decomposition of
organic waste, the site creates some heat, and the inappropriate treatment is causing a lot of fires and smokes on site. We are
now waiting for the long-term solution proposal from the university and we are hoping to introduce a more sustainable and
environmentally friendly management system.

3) My contract as the Junior Professional Officer (JPO) at UNDP Rwanda completed on September 2. In order to create a
smooth shift of the tasks under me to my colleagues, I had to organize hand-over meetings a few times. As I was covering
about 15 projects, which are about the three fourth of all the project under the environment unit, the smooth hand-over is
not an easy task. By the way, although JPO contract ended, I still have a strong will to stay in Rwanda and to continuously
work in the environmental field. I could design and establish some projects for the past 2.5 years, but without proper follow-
up, achieving something concrete is generally very difficult here.

4) There was a climate change meeting in Kigali last week by the Post-Kyoto framework negotiators from the east African
countries (joint meeting by the Government of Rwanda (GoR), the Hast African Community (EAC), and the African
Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN)). In December this year, it is expected that a new international legal
framework on the climate change after 2012 (after the end of Kyoto Protocol) will be established in Copenhagen. The
purpose of the meeting in Kigali was to secure the momentum to create a ‘single African negotiation voice’. I could
petsonally join the team to propose and organize the GoR/EAC/AMCEN meeting from the sctratch.

- Yuri and I went to Kampala, capital city of Uganda, by road to visit the Japanese Embassy for casting our votes to the lower-
house Diet election in Japan. It took about eight hours just for one way, but we could enjoy the scenery of Uganda. It seemed
for us that the deforestation level is much more severe in Uganda than Rwanda and we saw a lot of barren fields.

- As for the curve mirror installation in Rwanda in order to avoid further car accidents, I am still struggling to persuade the
officer in charge at the GoR of its effectiveness. Even though I communicated with the curve mirror association in Japan, so
far, I am failed to find any study teport to have scientifically analyzed the effectiveness of the mirror. If you know any relevant
information, please let me know.

- By the way, have you ever read the book “The Shock Doctrine’ by Naomi Klein? It took a long time for me to read it through
but I found it a very informative and shocking report. Now I can see the world and the market economy from a different angle.
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