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<Extension of stay in Rwanda>

My contract to work at UNDP Rwanda as a Junior Professional Officer (JPO) was about to complete at the first week of March.
At the same time, my status to be dispatched from the Japanese Ministry of the Environment (MOE) was going to be terminated
followed by end of the JPO contract.

However, as I mentioned in the previous report, I believe that there are still things that I can do here. So, I have communicated
with the management of my office and also with the sponsor of my position, Japanese Government, about my possibility to stay
here longer. Luckily, they have understood my desire and approved for me to stay at UNDP Rwanda for six more months and
continue the present assignments. This has been made possible exceptionally based on the condition that I need to keep seeking
a UN position after the completion of the JPO contract.

Actually, one of the biggest tasks I am dealing with now is about establishing a new waste management project. The major two
components of the project are to renovate the only existing landfill site in Kigali, capital city of Rwanda, by introducing Japanese
landfill site management technologies, and to produce waste management concrete action plans both at the national and Kigali
City levels. My hope is to be involved in the project continuously as a UN officer even after its establishment, and the fact of this
project being under development has partly allowed me to receive an opportunity to obtain the contract extension.

Additionally, through my short visit of MOE human resources office in Tokyo in this February, I got awarded a very kind offer
from the office to extend dispatch status as a Japanese government official by the end of my lengthened JPO status. Even it was
suggested that my future status as a Japanese national public servant after the end of the JPO contract in coming September will
be negotiated later based on the above waste management project development. I know this generous decision is very
exceptional and I must do my best efforts to achieve sustainable development in Rwanda and make my stay here meaningful.
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<Yuri’s activities>
These days, my wife Yuri’s activities are much more dynamic than mine. Here are some of the highlights:

1) As a consultant of a governmental institution in Rwanda, she guided several people to Japan in January so that they can
understand what kinds of technologies on textile production from banana stem fibers exist in Japan. This arrangement has
become possible through collaboration with a UN agency in Tokyo.

2) She is also acting as a broker of selling Rwanda baskets (Agaseke, etc.) to Japan. The idea is to link women’s associations in
Rwanda that are producing Agaseke and other baskets, and one female entrepreneur in Japan, who wants to initiate a fair
trade business between Rwanda and Japan.

3) ATV crew of a Japanese environmental TV programme entitled “‘Wonderful Spaceship Earth’ recently visited Rwanda, and
Yuri did the whole coordination of their filming and trip. She was with the crew for whole two weeks and she visited
mountain gorillas twice, went to many remote places, and even joined helicopter filming. The programme is scheduled to be
aired at 23:00 on March 29" Sunday. This is a rare opportunity to see one aspect of Rwandan status quo. So, if you are in
Japan and available, please watch it and imagine our life!

<Miscellaneous>

1) It took a long time but I have finally finished to prepare materials to persuade the Government of Rwanda to standardize
curve mirror installation at dangerous cutrves of major roads. As the government official in charge likes the idea, if I am lucky
enough, I might have a chance to see the minister in charge to make the presentation.

2) The University of Watetloo in Canada, where I graduated in 2003, posted my story on their website as follows:

http://www.environment.uwaterloo.ca/cooljobs/mito.html
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Banana field Agaseke and other baskets
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