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mitotoshi@gmail.com

<From 2008 to 2009>

There were a lot of ups and downs in 2008. Here are some highlights:

January — Stayed in Japan for vacation. Enjoyed snow-covered nature views at an isolated hot
spring cottage in the north of Japan.

February — Contribution of an atticle to the Herald-Tribune Asahi Shinbun entitled ‘Africa has
morte to offer than most people think’. (see Monthly Rwanda vol. 7)

March — Visited Mali in the West Africa to collect information on Jatropha bio-fuel projects.
Joined NHK interview with the President of Mali.

April - Activities to sow Jatropha seeds of different origins at a nursery station and to look for
transplantation sites were conducted.

- The article ‘Aid for Africa — We need investment for Sustainable Development’ was
published at the ‘My Point of View’ section of the Asahi Shinbun. (cf. Monthly Rwanda
vol. 10)

May - Joined one-week UNDP training in Bratislava, Slovakia on the Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM) under Kyoto Protocol.

- Met with representatives from all the districts in the Western Province to request small plots
for Jatropha seedlings transplantation.

--J;h — Hot spring in Japan
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- Personal story was reported on efforts against the climate change impact in Rwanda by | kS

Mainichi Shinbun (May 23).

June — Article issued by the Kyodo News on my activities in Rwanda against the climate change |

was picked by the Gifu Shinbun on 24,
- Full-dress operation about Jatropha seedlings transplantation to several sites.

July — Car accident: our RAV4 got a direct collision with a big truck from Kenya as the truck
driver tried to overpass at a sharp corner where it is not allowed. My wife and 1 got some
stitches on our legs and pains all around the body while the young local agronomist, who is
supporting the Jatropha study and was not wearing seatbelt only at that time, lost his spleen,
six teeth, and several litters of blood. The driver never showed up to us for apology.

August & September — Went back to Japan for one month to receive further medical treatment. It
turned out that my three left hand finger bones were once broken and naturally re-attached.

September - Won the Alumni Achievement Award in the Young Alumni category at the
University of Waterloo in Canada.

(http:/ /www.fes.uwaterloo.ca/alumni/award /2008 html#mito)

October - Arranged One UN Umuganda and conducted small scale tree planting by all UN staff
in Kigali (‘(Umuganda’ is once-a-month national event that all Rwandan clean public space).

- Received a new car of a bigger size and of more damage resistant (hopefully).

November - Jatropha transplantation + intercropping of vegetables and fruits like Edamame beans
and water melons.

- Supported establishment of the National Environment Youth Project. This project
will support the youth of 17 districts in Rwanda to implement activities for environmental
protection and income generation (currently, many young people are unemployed).

December - Dedicated time for One UN Environment Theme Group 2009 Budgeting.

- Sudden collapse of the water tank at our house. No one got injured luckily.

In 2009, my UNDP contract will end at the beginning of March. Also, the dispatch status from the
Japanese Ministry of the Environment will be over at the end of February. It is a big decision for
me how to create my coming direction, but at present, my wish is to continue to stay in Rwanda
for a while and conduct environmental activities that are just initiated and that need to be
implemented until showing certain level of results. I think it is my responsibility.

Mar — with Mr. President in Mali
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May — Bratislava, Slovakia
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May — Presentation on
Jatropha at the Western
Province
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June — Local people who supported Jatropha
transplantation

68 —2xbOD7DBIEEFE> TN IHTD A

July — Car accident photo taken by the police
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Oct — One UN Umuganda |
108 —One UN' D LHA

Dec — Collapsed
water tank
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Jan 01/09 — Watch sunrise from the balloon
during Masai Mara safari in Kenya
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