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<How am | spending time here?>
Let me introduce how I spent my past three days in Kigali, Rwanda and show you my daily life
13 (Thursday):

07:45 — Left home and headed to UNDP office by my car (driven by a driver hired by us)

08:15 — Reached UNDP office 2R = Tl’Eﬁ*fgﬁE .
Jatropha seedlings transplantation

s

08:20 — Small meeting with my boss
09:30 — National energy policy and strategy meeting at a hotel in Kigali hosted by the Ministry of Infrastructure
13:00 — Lunch at the hotel of the meeting
14:30 — Back to the office. Checked and replied to tens of e-mails, revised a new project document, etc
19:30 — Left office (official office hours end at 17:30). Went to a Thai-French restaurant for dinner with my wife
21:30 — Back home
14% (Friday):
08:00 — Meeting with a project coordinator from India at my office

09:00 — Prepared draft reporting sheets for UN reform in Rwanda, a power point presentation for sector wide approaches, and
an explanatory presentation material for UN consolidated reporting, etc

19:00 — Left office (although office hours are until 13:00 on Friday)
20:00 — Back home after shopping groceries
15% (Saturday):

07:30 — Left and visited one site (about 2-hour away from Ki%ali) for Jatropha transplantation (2000 seedlings for 1ha) with local
people. Strong sunshine made me fainted more than 10 times

18:30 — Back home
19:00 — Tennis with an instructor at a hotel
20:30 — Back home again
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(Miscellaneous)

- The banking system hete is very different from what we understand. Every withdrawal will cost you a small transaction fee.
You also need a check book for the withdrawal and the book issuance is charged. Moreover, there is no interest added and
money transfer to other banks is usually not accepted. However, money transfer to other accounts in the same bank is done for
free. I once asked my national colleague the reason why she uses banks. She wondered for a while and answered to me that she
uses them just for safety. Well, she is relatively rich and she has the point.

- As our previous car got completely crushed, we had to buy a new car. Although we tried to purchase a hybrid car, car dealers
are not allowed to sell Toyota hybrid cars here as Toyota headquarters recognize that fuel quality in Africa is still bad and there
are not enough skilled technicians here to maintain high-tech hybrid cars.

Most of readers of this report must be facing the chilly autumn now, but it is always around 20C here with some showers.

We sometimes wonder the cultural differences about memorizing things. For example, at a dinner table of a restaurant, we had
to ask a waiter to light up a candle for five times. It is very common that people are polite but somehow tend to easily forget
some orders, appointments, promises, etc. By the way, the candle at a restaurant here is used for avoiding flies and mosquitoes,
and it works even during the day time.

People are friendly and hugging and kissing are very common ways of greetings. Even shaking hands by two adult men is a
normal habit, which is very unusual in Japan. I am still very clumsy about greetings by kissing.

- There seems to be no strong belief on ‘after one’s death’ in Rwanda. My wife’s national colleague said to me that he does not
believe in ghosts. We Japanese tend to fear the power of nature especially at night, and some seriously believe in ghosts and
spirits. But this does not seem to be applicable here at least for the young generation.

My wife got a job contract at one government institution for workforce development. Her role is to coordinate with
counterpatts in Japan and develop banana textile businesses in Rwanda.

As for me, some of my project ideas are finally being realized. For example, one international expert on the Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM) under Kyoto Protocol will be recruited soon and will be stationed to the Government.

It was officially announced recently that all public education will be taught in English from 2010. As many teachers at primary
and secondary schools can only speak French and Kinyarwanda now, this decision is challenging.

- On the streets, we see impoverished people begging money or selling small goods. I wonder what to do every time I see them.
It is apparently not good to let them be dependent on relatively rich foreigners, but what if they cannot survive today without
my support...r?



