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<Car Accident>

At around 19:00 on July 14™, our Toyota RAV4 got a head-on collision with a heavy truck. It was after
sunset, and the collision site was a very tight curve at a steep hillside. We were heading back to Kigali
and the site was about 10-20 km from the capital. It was a road with one lane in each direction and a big
public bus and the truck were coming down the hill while our car was going up the hill curving very
much to the right. Then, at that curve where overtaking is not allowed, the truck suddenly tried to
overpass and hit our car right away. We could not understand what happened, but when I realized, the
front part of our car was completely crushed and we were dragged down about 20m by the truck.

Miraculously, my wife Yuri and I got just minor injuries including some leg stitches. It seems we won’t
face any aftereffects so far. So, although we need to take a rest for a while, we can recover as we were
before. On the other hand, it was quite unfortunate for our third passenger Alex, who is a young
agronomist and supporting Yuri’s bio-fuel feasibility study. He was the only person sitting at a back seat
but was not wearing a seat belt, which he usually does, and he lost his spleen and some front teeth in
addition to having some stitches around his mouth. We are going to support him as much as we can.

Although some procedures after the accident such as police reporting is cumbersome and very stressful,
we are going to work hard in order for the justice to be realized. Also, we must appreciate many people’s
great supports right after the accident. For example, the lady in the photo saw the accident from a
minibus and she assisted three of us to go to a clinic safely. She visited our house after the accident and
told us that her daughter got a car accident last year and her left body is still paralyzed. She treated us
like her children her supports encouraged us a lot.

This incident was not funny at all. But as we are treated alive, we would like to think about how to digest
this experience positively and continue to contribute to something. Of course, for a while, we will just
focus on our recovery.



