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<774 in Rwanda! >
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<Nakata in Rwanda!>

In this May, before the G8 Summit happens in Japan in July, TICAD (Tokyo International Conference on African
Development) IV is going to be held in Japan, and many relating events are organized now especially in Japan to develop
awareness on African issues. With regard to this movement, a Goodwill UN Ambassador Hidetoshi Nakata, retired
Japanese famous soccer player, came to Rwanda. He was on a tour to visit several countries in Africa, and Rwanda was one
of them. Actually, UNDP Rwanda invited him to guide him to a project site called the Millennium Village (MV). The MV
Project has been initiated by Dr. Jeffery D. Sachs, author of ‘The End of Poverty’ and director of the Earth Institute at
Columbia University. He is one of the key leaders who have established the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and
the primary purpose of the MV Project is to create a real case where MDGs can be achieved.

I am not in charge of MV Project, so I didn’t have a chance to guide him to the village. However, I received information
from my colleague that Mr. Nakata was staying at the Hotel des Mille Collines (hotel famous for the movie ‘Hotel Rwanda’),
so Yuri and I decided to have a dinner at the restaurant there hoping that we might able to see him.

Well, what a small world we are living in! At a restaurant, we could first find a Japanese group. They were TV crews and
some supporting staff members for Mr. Nakata. Among them, I could see a face somewhat familiar. It took a while but it
turned out that he was a chief producer of a famous TV night news program in Japan, and I met him right before leaving
for Rwanda last year. Actually, the anchorman of the program was working at the Japanese Ministry of the Environment,
and some of ex-colleagues at the ministry including me had a chance to visit his studio and watched the live show. The
chief producer treated us very nicely during our visit. His crews were covering Mr. Nakata’s visit to Rwanda.

Although I needed a bit of courage, after we recognized that Mr. Nakata joined the table, Yuri and I went to their table and
said hello to the chief producer. He was also surprised about the reunion, but again very kindly, he introduced us not only
to Mr. Nakata but to other members joining the table.

During our very short conversation, Mr. Nakata commented that he felt it rather difficult to see what MV Project had really
improved the situation because what he could see were only things after the improvements. I could not answer to his
comment well, but I was later impressed by his nice sense of grasping the point. Actually, I had had the similar concern
about how to appeal the significance of the project. At present, visitors can only see the communy’s normal lives with
schools, clinic, small business centres, etc. Those things are big changes for the people there, but it might be difficult to
impress visitors coming from developed countries and let them feel to contribute further to solving poverty issues in Africa.
The scenes at the village might be too normal, which is good though, to us rich foreigners.

Ms. Doden from NHK (Japanese national TV) also visited MV recently and I had an honor to guide her to the village.
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Local news paper about Mr. Nakata’s visit. Soccer is the most popular sport in Rwanda and the
photo on the paper was bigger than that of Mr. Ban Ki-Moon during his visit. Even Mr. Nakata
and the TV crews did not know that their visit would be reported on the paper.
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Hot and dry rural scenery in Mali ‘
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Mr. President with a blue traditional costume

<Le Monsieur President du Mali>

In mid-March, we took several-day off and went to Mali, country in West Africa. That was not a holiday but a serious
personal research. Yuri is conducting a feasibility study on a certain tree in Rwanda, whose seeds contain rich oil and from
which we might be able to produce heating oil for cooking or even biodiesel for vehicles. We got information that there is
an advanced case in Mali regarding the tree and that a Japanese mission including NHK was going to visit the project. We
created the necessary connection and decided to join the mission from Rwanda.

Although I got food poisoning at the five star hotel there, the visit itself was very profitable and informative. I might be
able to have a chance to explain about the visit and Yuri’s project on another Monthly Rwanda. But at least, I would like to
report that we had a great honor to meet Mr. President of Malil Well, we just joined the president interview by NHK on
TICAD and the tree, but we could enter the presidential palace and the president was very friendly to all of us. As we did
not know that we can have such a chance, we two were the only members who greeted Mr. President with casual wears. It
was quite embarrassing, but still we enjoyed the opportunity.

President didn’t know very much about the advanced project in Mali, and he said he would visit the project as soon as
possible. The project coordinator in Mali was very excited about the comments from the president because he wanted to
meet him for a long time in vein. In this point, we could reassure that how lucky we were.



