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It took time to send this report but we are doing fine. For this past two months, I was very busy and many things happened.
This report contains some parts of the update.

1) My wife Yuri started to join me at the beginning of July. In order to help her departure to Rwanda, I went back to Japan
just for one week, and I was doing nothing but kept packing even without sleeping during the latter half of my stay.
Nevertheless, we could not follow our original schedule but could at last leave Japan only by ‘challenging on the day before
our planned departure to postpone our international flights for one day’. The route back to Kigali (Rwanda) was from
Narita via Bangkok, Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) and Nairobi (Kenya) and it resulted in taking three days to reach as we faced
overbooking for the Ethiopian Air flight from Addis Ababa. But thanks to the delay, we could stay in Addis Ababa for one
night and glance at the city. Addis looked more urbanized than Kigali, but seemed to be in more disorder, and beggars to
chase our courtesy bus were more desperate. One month has already passed since Yuri’s arrival and she is trying to make
the interior of our rented house as comfortable as possible (e.g. by redecorating the interior in Japanese styles). Specifically,
as the floor of the house is non-decorated but made of simple concrete, which is typical in Rwanda by the way, she is in her
investigation on how we can make the floor look better. We have also begun to grow Japanese vegetables at our garden by
handing our brought seeds to our gardener (he is indeed professional and the vegetables are growing well so far).

2) On the next day of our arrival, there was a ceremony of the ‘Liberation Day’. The stadium of the venue was so crowded
that we doubted to be able to enter it, but it seemed that foreigners, who are called as ‘Muzungu’ in Kinyawranda, were
treated differently and we got the priority to find seats. The event was for celebrating the ‘liberation from the genocide
happened in 1994°. There were many demonstrations to show training results of the Rwandan military. We also witnessed
that local attendants were quite excited by looking at a performance of beating up enemies by using Chinese martial arts,
which made me realize that we are not in Japan.
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<Update 2>

3) The population of Rwanda is around 8.5 million while the number of Japanese living in Rwanda seems to be 30 and over.
80% of them are relating to JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency); the Rwanda office was recently established by
strong leadership of Ms. Sadako Ogata, former head of UNHCR. 90% of JICA people are working as young volunteers.
Most of them are living under challenging conditions such as no hot water supply, but they are enthusiastically playing roles
in fields of education, construction, social welfare, etc. They are also literally voluntarily organizing the ‘Japan Festival’
around once a month, which introduces Japan to people here. The recent festival was held at an elite women’s secondary
school called FAWE located in the outskirts of Kigali. The students seemed to have a general good impression about Japan

as they do not know anything about the country but its ‘high tech’. They were very keen on learning more about Japan.
One volunteer is dispatched to FAWE as a teacher and thanks to him, many students showed interests in learning Japanese.

4) I forgot to bring an international driver’s license and have decided to obtain a Rwandan driver’s permit instead. Recently,
I have made it! My local colleague at UNDP helped me a lot. The term of validity is ‘unlimited” and the license is the same
as Rwandans have, which is different from the UN driver’s license that allows to drive only ‘UN plate cars’. My colleagues
now say to me that the next step should be to get the nationality of Rwanda. Actually, the suggestion might be half serious
as someone told me that foreigners could obtain the Rwandan citizenship after living here for about a year.



