Monthly Rwanda vas swe o, 2007

(Page 1/2)
Reported by Toshikazu MITO @UNDP Rwanda

mitotoshi@gmail.com

<IWITUEDIRILX—FF>

S5AICAD2TT . 412754 (MININFRA) D, TRILX—IZBET HRetreat (BAREMNE IHPHIZZ LY LA
AT EEZELESIEE) [TBMT B ENTEELR-, S5IX. X THILERIZH BGisenyi & LVSHTIZ&H BLake
Kivu Serenak WZ\SRFILT, LT UFIZWBEIFBZAEL., KEZELRY Y — FRTFILTLF, RetreatZ@L T
HMoELITUEDEAFERLE LEIRILF—BEDOERIBFREIRXDELYTT,

1) LU EOBABRIBEARAREASRLS 7=, 2 HHIRICA 2 TRE L= ¥ LHELORBOR 4 £12 & Y RER AR,

2) REBEEBLLT., FA—ELBBERV-NARELRE, BEIELKORTHEADS> L. 4%AKARE.

3) EREOEARBEAZM M, 205511 5MED L TRFRMELIILL S E LT HRNRBHDN S OMRIE (20065) .

4) EFEQFMEEOSEICEY ., KARBICHIEROHENSHE, 19970 52004FF T, HEER T TWhZ 1= Y 42Frwf > -BR KA.
20054F12(%81. 26Frw, 2006£F(Z(112Frw (US20E > k) 12 (RE—AEBL LOEARTEH. EXRHKAA30,000Frw (6,000m) LLEANYET) .

5) 7T AL, EDPRS (Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy) &3S, 2011 EX BEE & L-EREXKAEEHED T,
HIEBZE L L CQ0NMEETICEAMBREAFM A STIEMIZT B2 &40, BIEEEZHEDL 5%H 510%IZEOT ZEHENRETFE,

6) HLLEAMMHARE LTHERLHEREA TV IOAF THTEENAEREIN TS A I VHARXT, TOHARTHRE—EVZRLTHRET
BFE, TUI—IRFAY. HAVFLIVEDOEES, BRITREOERETLTEY. BRFEXRSEHROH TS,

7) BELTUSTHERASATORIRILF—FEDINEI AL A TR (K, R E) T, BEHTHTH4L 5%,

8) BREOMBERIIEULTASIELAELINTELY, MBEFOBRELES CLREMSFELTULALEL NS BESEL TV,
FELZLOTIA, BEDESKLAEVEWVS ZEIE, BEMRIRLF—LBEHFEMPAVALF Yy X TEH
UFEFT, EE. V—F—NRILTHIIE. BETIIIOEULEMI D> TEIOCRENBNTEETA, ZZTIE5HE
LR TIEGELA, EHRESATWET, 07O, I—OuynNFdhibhéE LEIRILT—BEREOLEL, BRIZED
PRAFwVAREELIZP2TETWET, gLHEIZE > TWAEERDEES, TER TIEAELC MEE LT
AHEELH BT TITAI L, £ 2EELZEE-TEHELNEWERWWET,

<Energy status in Rwanda>

At the beginning of May, I could join an energy Retreat organized by the Ministry of Infrastructure (MININFRA). The
venue was the Lake Kivu Serena Hotel located in a town called Giseneyi, which is at the northern lakeside of the Lake Kivu.
The hotel was a gorgeous resort hotel and I could not believe that I was in Rwanda. What I learnt through this retreat on
the energy status of Rwanda (mostly on electricity) was mainly as follows:

1) Electricity supply in Rwanda was mostly done by hydro power, but the capacity decreased drastically at the beginning of 21%° Century due to various
reasons such as shortage of rainfall at surrounding areas of dam lakes

2) As the substitute, thermal power stations using diesel fuel were installed. Currently, 84% of total national electricity supply is from thermal sources
3) Present total national electricity capacity is 44.1MW while 11.5MW of that is coming from hydro power stations shared by DRC and Burundi (2006)

4) Due to the recent oil price hike, an electricity tariff jumped up where most electricity is produced from thermal sources. The tariff for general
consumers in 1997-2004 was 42Frw per kWh, while that in 2005 went up to 81.26Frw and that in 2006 to 112Frw (US20cents) (cf. I am living alone at
my house right now, but the electricity still costs more than 30,000Frw (USD54.5) monthly)

5) The Government of Rwanda (GoR) is now preparing to establish the Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy (EDPRS), which has
the target year of 2011. Some numerical targets are going to be included in EDPRS such as increase of electricity capacity from 44.1MW to 115MW
and expansion of accessibility to electricity by the citizens from current 4.5% to 10%

6) The biggest hope as a new source of electricity supply is on methane gas, whose reserves are identified at the Lake Kivu. Gas turbines using the
methane gas are expected to generate electricity. Danish, German and Rwandan enterprises are already showing interests of the gas extraction and
electricity generation investments, and GoR is negotiating with them

7) Currently, 92% of energy sources are coming from biomass (eg. firewood, charcoal) and the share of electricity is only 4.5%

8) Electricity grid lines have not been well-maintained since more than 10 years ago, therefore, even when someone wants to repait troubled patts, the
reinforcement is almost impossible as the spare parts are sometimes no longer available

Rwanda is facing a lot of energy challenges. However, when considering the expansive electricity tariff, it is also possible to
say that the country has an opportunity to invite new technologies such as renewable energy sources. For example, payback
time for investment of PV panels is more than 10 years in Japan, while that in Rwanda is estimated as within 5 years. In fact,
some foreign energy companies (mostly from EU) are visiting Rwanda and are looking for business opportunities. I hope
Japanese companies with high technologies will also show interests in this ‘investment’, rather than ‘aid’, opportunity.
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Map of Rwanda. It takes about 3 hours by car from
Capital city Kigali to Gisenyi, via Ruhengeri where
we can see mountain gorillas. We can reach Goma
in DRC by 5-minute drive from Gisenyi
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- We are in the rainy season from mid-April. It seems that we have a lot of rainy days until the end of May. Kigali is
located at around lat. 2 degree S, and the temperature fluctuates according to the amount of clouds. Thus, people here say
that we are now in the winter under this cloudy rainy season. The temperature rarely goes down 20°C, though

- I picked up and ate an avocado fruit that was grown in my garden for the first time. I am still not quite sure but there
seem to be a lot of edible things grown in my garden.

- Rwanda is a global village. Countries of birth of people whom I met during my less-than-three-month stay in Rwanda are
as follows: US, Canada, Peru, Australia, China, Philippine, India, Russia, Ukraine, Sweden, UK, Ireland, Holland, Belgium,
Germany, Italy, Spain, Greece, Egypt, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Gabon, Benin, Togo, S.Africa, DRC&Japan, Rwanda.

- Rwanda seems to be one of the safest countries in Africa: no serious danger when walking on streets even after midnight
- There are tennis courts in Kigali. I played a doubles match with US ambassador the other day.

- Many Rwandans say ‘Chinois (‘Chinese’ in French), Ni-Hao’ to me. Many Chinese are in Rwanda and dealing with ODA.
It is rumored that many of them stay in Rwanda and get married with Rwandan women as they can’t easily find women in
China due to their one-child policy. This might be one of byproducts of globalization.



