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<Languages in Rwanda>

The biggest challenge both of living and working here for me is how to get used to the languages. Before coming here, I
even heard a rumor that there was atmosphere that people were only allowed to speak English after all French-related
people were deported at the end of last year. But it has turned out that most people here still speak French except for
young people who are educated recently or immigrated people from English speaking countries such as Uganda or
Tanzania. At UNDP Rwanda, many people speak English, French and ikinyarwanda, Rwandan local and common language,
without any difficulties. So, this is a very challenging situation for me, who is even not good at speaking English. In order to
make the situation as better as possible, I am now studying both French and ikinyarwanda every other day after my office
hours. But as my ikinyarwanda teacher teaches us in French, I am facing another challenge as well. Although I have an
experience to have studied Chinese in English from a Chinese teacher when I was studying in Canada, I have no idea so far
how I can master those languages this time. Specifically, the grammar and vocabulary of ikinyarwanda are extremely
difficult. But still, being able to make small conversations with taxi drivers or guards at gates in French or in ikinyarwanda is
fun. Also, when my colleague, others and I visited a town named Gikongoro during the genocide commemoration week (it
was for one week from April 7th this year) where there was a facility that preserved horrible memories of genocide in 1994,
I had the following chat:

(I in very primitive and broken French) ‘So, what was this facility during the time of genocide?’
(Reply from a soldier who was joining the commemoration ceremony) ‘It was Rwanda...’
That exchange was just a miscommunication without doubt, but I was really impressed by the poetic response.
SAFZFILIUOSAOEELIRE > <Basic greetings in ikinyarwanda>
BlELS5]) =T (L) 925 Lwrk?] ‘Goodmorning = {(M)waramutseho?’
CAlzBiE) =T (L) 90Uz ?) Hello® = ‘M)wiriwe?"
THUMES] =T (L) »T5at] ‘Thank you’ = ‘M)urakoze’
¥ [L] ZEHOBEFORELE TITEER  * Add ‘M for speaking to more than one person or showing respect
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<Transportation in Kigali>

There are taxies, buses and bike taxies (or ‘moto’) as transportation in the capital city
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of Kigali. Speaking of the ‘moto’, I have never tried it as it just scares me. The SEQORRORYILILT S AOES
Government of Rwanda once illegalized the ‘moto’ business last year as it was Traffic jam in the morning toward
dangerous. But the ban was lifted within a month due to a lot of protest against the the city centre of Kigali. The
prohibition. The lift was with some conditions such as clearly showing ‘moto’ building at the centre of the photo is
companies’ phone numbers on the helmets, but I still do not feel comfortable about Rwandan Parliament.

using it. So far, I often use buses to go to my office as it will take more than one hour
to go there on foot from my house, which I finally found one month after of my

arrival in Kigali. The ‘bus’ usually means the ‘minibus’ here, which is privately run. The
typical minibus carries four people by four rows (16 people) within a mini-van, so itis 1
quite packed inside. More precisely, the minibus often does not departure unless it is
fully packed. It costs 2000 to 3000 Frw (3.6-5.5USD) by taxi and 100 Frw (18UScents)
by minibus to go to UNDP from my house. I don’t know very much about the price |
range of the ‘moto’ but it seems to cost more than the minibus. The minibus has no
user-friendly display of destination, so I always have to ask the conductor where they
are heading. The number of passenger is huge especially in the morning and I can EHYTL BN RREAE & /51
often get the right bus only after waiting several buses. Well, I really need a car... D89 v—

Typical scene of construction

< ﬁ$ t 1|E,Erxb> <F°Ods Gnd the price> site in Kigali and the ‘moto”

RifERIRIL I 2 4 wﬁ%'i‘ 2. ¢/ (Tj_‘ Iﬁj R Traditional Rwandan foods are made of things such as beans,
Woto&c b —C-i— ° %’AJ’"* HERAH 'L':—G-d—b\‘ Fﬁ]E bananas, meats and fish. Stewed dishes are very popular but
45t --C‘i* Rl ? FAMBBNTT, FHYICIE, BE, meat brochettes and fried fish are also common. There are
AVE ARTa (2 )TFEVSERHBEDL variety of restaurants in Kigali; Chinese, Indian, Mexican,

A+3S >7§E Y 3_2__° %ﬁﬁ (98) 'iiéfﬁéﬁﬂ Italian, etc. Going out for dinner will cost around 5.5USD
@FFrwEE. HZEMRTL2FAIBFWIEITT e 3000Frw) normally and 18.2USD (10,000Fsw) at maimum.,



