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< Arriv CII!> View from the Mille Collines

I finally arrived in Kigali, capital city of Rwanda, on March 5%. Before the atrival, I had
a chance of joining UNDP training in Denmark and also stayed in Nairobi for two
nights. In Nairobi, my only impression was that ‘this is a scaring city’ and ‘I have to be
really careful’ as the information I received was such that foreigners can’t walk on
streets and that the car jacking happens very frequently. On the other hand, the first
impression of Rwanda was that "How beautiful the city is!” and that ‘Does this
beautiful country really need international aids for their development?’. For the first
few days, I suffered from sunstroke under strong sunshine. But, I could realized in a
few days that the slight headache was caused by sunstroke, then, I could prevent the
further headache properly. For the first two weeks, I stayed at Hotel des Mille Collines,
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which became famous by the movie ‘Hotel Rwanda’. Hotel de:Mﬂle sznes
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<Job at UNDP>

Although I have already worked for one month at UNDP, I am still trying to figure out what my
job is. I belong to the Sustainable Livelihood Unit, and the unit chief is vacant from the beginning
of this year. Thus, I do not have a colleague from whom I can expect basic instructions. To make

B the situation worse, the unit chief a.i. is leaving our office at the end of April. But still, the working
environment is relatively good and my colleagues are very friendly and helpful. Currently, I share
my office space with a Swedish woman and she helps me a lot, too. The fact that the office hour
starts at eight a.m. is very harsh to me, but I am trying to understand the status quo of Rwanda
slowly by visiting offices of the Government of Rwanda relating to my tasks. The main tasks are: 1)
Recovery and recycle of CFC under Montreal Protocol; 2) Climate change adaptation; 3) Proposal
of energy projects specifically on microhydro.
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<Population growth>

Rwanda contains a severe problem of huge population growth. Currently, the population is Rwanda is estimated around
eight million but the population growth rate is considered around three percent. Thus, the population might be doubled in
about 20 years. The issue of urbanization is also serious and the population of the capital city Kigali, which is presently
estimated as one million, is forecasted to expand to three million in the future. In order to deal with this problem, so-called
‘three-children-per-family policy’ is under discussion. The average family at countryside seems to have around seven to
eight children still now. However, there is also an opposite movement to be conservative about delivering babies due to
high educational costs in Kigali — one local friend told me that his family can only have three kids as they need 1000USD
annually for sending one of his children to school.
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<Mountain gorillas at Volcano Park>

. At the Volcano Park, mountain gorillas are protected under their natural
habitat. I could join a tour and see them. There are 706 mountain gorillas
living around boarders of Rwanda, Uganda and Zaire. They move as a
family group. Human tourists of maximum of eight people can see the

gorilla group for up to one hour.




